C/2 

S 6^  3 

New  River  State  Park 
General  Management  Plan 


\ 


DRAFT 


GENERAL  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 

FOR 

NEW  RIVER  STATE  PARK 


N.C.  DOCUMEN 
ULtARJ  NGHGU- 

WOV  8 1995 

STATE  LIBRARY  OF 

north  CAROLINA 

.RALEIGH 

Department  of  Environment,  Health,  and  Natural  Resources 
Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation 
Planning  and  Development  Section 


October,  1993 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 


https://archive.org/details/generalmanagemen1993unse 


INTRODUCTION 


Planning  is  an  essential  element  of  effective  and  efficient  park 
administration  and  management.  The  North  Carolina  General  Assembly 
acknowledged  its  importance  by  passing  state  parks  system  legisla- 
tion that  includes  planning  requirements. 

The  1987  State  Parks  Act  (G. S . 114 -44 . 7 through  114-44.14)  stipu- 
lates that  a State  Parks  System  Plan  be  prepared.  Such  a plan  was 
completed  in  December  1988.  It  evaluated  the  statewide  signifi- 
cance of  parks,  identified  duplications  and  deficiencies  in  the 
system,  described  the  resources  of  the  system,  proposed  solutions 
to  problems,  described  anticipated  trends,  and  recommended  means 
and  methods  to  accommodate  trends. 

The  State  Parks  Act  also  requires  each  park  to  have  an  individual 
general  management  plan.  The  general  management  plans  are  required 
to : 


...include  a statement  of  purpose  for  the  park  based 
upon  its  relationship  to  the  System  Plan  and  its 
classification.  An  analysis  of  the  major  resources  and 
facilities  on  hand  to  achieve  those  purposes  shall  be 
completed  along  with  a statement  of  management  direc- 
tion. The  general  management  plan  shall  be  revised  as 
necessary  to  comply  with  the  System  Plan  and  to  achieve 
the  purpose  of  the  [State  Parks  Act] . 

The  general  management  plan  (GMP)  is  to  be  a comprehensive  five- 
year  plan  of  management  for  a park  unit.  GMP's  function  to: 

1.  describe  park  resources  and  facilities; 

2.  state  the  purpose  and  importance  of  each  park  unit; 

3.  outline  interpretive  themes  and  propose  locations  for 
informational  and  interpretive  facilities; 

4.  analyze  park  and  recreation  demands  and  trends  in  the 
park's  service  area; 

5.  summarize  the  primary  laws  guiding  park  operations; 

6.  identify  internal  and  external  threats  to  park  natural 
and  cultural  resources,  and  propose  appropriate  respon- 
ses ; 

7.  identify  and  set  priorities  for  capital  improvement 
needs ; 

8.  analyze  visitor  services  and  propose  efficient,  effec- 
tive, and  appropriate  means  of  responding  to  visitor 
needs;  and 

9.  review  park  operations  and  identify  actions  to  support 
efficient  and  effective  park  administrative  procedures. 

The  GMP  for  New  River  State  Park,  developed  with  public  involve- 
ment, is  intended  to  serve  these  purposes. 
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I.  DESCRIPTION  OF  PARK 
RESOURCES  AND  FACILITIES 


LOCATION 

New  River  State  Park  is  located  in  the  Mountain  province  in  the 
northwestern  corner  of  North  Carolina.  The  park  has  access  sites 
located  in  both  Ashe  and  Alleghany  counties . The  Wagoner  Road 
Access  Area  at  river  mile  26  is  located  eight  miles  southeast  of 
Jefferson  and  is  reached  by  SR  1590  off  NC  88.  The  US  221  Access 
Area,  at  river  mile  15,  is  located  eight  miles  northeast  of 
Jefferson  and  is  reached  by  US  221.  The  Alleghany  County  Access 
Area,  at  river  mile  1,  has  no  vehicular  access  but  can  be  reached 
by  canoe. 


LAND  BASE 

A 26.5-mile  segment  of  the  New  River,  which  includes  22  miles  of 
the  South  Fork  downstream  to  its  confluence  with  the  North  Fork  and 
4.5  miles  of  the  main  stream  of  the  river  north  to  the  Virginia 
line,  is  designated  both  a North  Carolina  Scenic  River  and  a 
National  Scenic  River.  The  establishment  of  a state  park  along  the 
New  River's  scenic  corridor  began  in  1977  with  38  acres,  30  acres 
in  easements  and  eight  acres  in  fee  simple.  Acreage  has  been  added 
in  clustered  areas  along  the  river  to  bring  the  total  to  1,090 
acres.  According  to  the  Natural  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act,  no  more 
than  2,200  acres  can  be  acquired  along  the  river  corridor  through 
fee  simple  acquisition  or  easements. 

The  area  is  characterized  by  predominantly  steep  valley  walls,  a 
relatively  narrow  floodplain,  tributary  streams,  and  a complex, 
fragmented  ridge  system.  The  South  Fork  of  the  New  River  is 
situated  on  a plateau  with  an  elevation  between  2,500  and  3,000 
feet  above  sea  level.  There  is  an  abundance  of  forest  growing  on 
the  ridges  and  steep  slopes  of  the  valley  walls.  The  area  supports 
many  species  of  hardwoods,  pines,  shrubs  and  wild  flowers. 


VISITOR  FACILITIES 

Visitor  facilities  at  New  River  State  Park  provide  opportunities 
for  canoeing,  canoe  camping,  picnicking,  fishing,  scenic  viewing, 
and  nature  study.  New  River  State  Park  has  three  access  areas  that 
provide  canoe-in  primitive  campgrounds  (Figure  1-1) . The  Wagoner 
Road  Access  Area  and  the  US  221  Access  Area  provide  vehicular 
access  canoe  launches,  while  the  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  is 
accessible  only  by  canoe.  Each  of  the  campgrounds  has  a picnic 


Figure  1-1.  Visual  Corridor 
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area,  a pit  toilet,  and  a hand  pump  for  drinking  water.  A group 
picnic  shelter  with  fireplace  and  grills  is  available  at  the 
Wagoner  Road  Access  Area,  and  toilets  and  hot  water  are  available 
in  the  office. 

Many  visitors  are  attracted  to  the  park  by  the  scenery,  including 
the  rock  cliffs  and  bluffs  that  contribute  to  the  spectacular 
natural  and  scenic  features  along  the  corridor  of  the  New  River. 
Visitors  canoeing  along  the  New  River  can  experience  the  peace- 
fulness of  their  surroundings  as  they  glide  past  views  of  wooded 
hillsides,  pastoral  meadows  and  farmsteads. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  PARK  AREA 

The  New  River  is  thought  to  be  the  continent's  oldest  river.  Prior 
to  glacial  activity,  the  New  River  formed  the  headwaters  of  the 
ancient  Teays  River,  which  was  North  America's  mightiest  waterway. 
The  river  existed  before  the  mountains  it  now  flows  through,  and 
for  millions  of  years,  its  waters  have  basically  followed  the  same 
course.  The  New  River  legacy  reaches  back  through  time  to  include 
the  primal  eras  before  man,  to  the  days  of  American  Indians,  who 
used  the  river  for  migration  and  trade,  and  the  time  of  early 
settlers  who  farmed,  mined,  and  logged  the  land. 

Archaeological  studies  in  the  New  River  Valley  suggest  that  the 
region  has  been  inhabited  by  humans  for  at  least  10,000  years. 
During  the  pre-Colonial  period,  the  Canawhay  Indian  tribe  occupied 
the  valley,  as  indicated  by  the  discovery  of  certain  artifacts. 
The  valley,  with  trails  leading  north  along  the  New  River  to  the 
Ohio  River,  was  used  for  hunting  by  the  Creek,  Shawnee  and  Cherokee 
Indians.  Rock  shelters  discovered  near  the  confluence  of  the 
river's  forks  were  used  by  hunters  who  camped  in  the  bottomlands. 
The  river  was  a major  travel  route  for  transient  hunters.  There 
were  no  known  permanent  settlements  in  the  area,  possibly  due  to 
the  nearby  aggressive  northern  tribes. 

The  earliest  Europeans  to  enter  the  area  encountered  an  area  of 
unsurpassed  and  wild  beauty,  with  dense  forests,  open,  luxuriant 
meadows,  and  an  abundance  of  wildlife.  Colonel  Abraham  Wood,  who 
sought  trade  with  the  Indians  in  1654,  was  probably  the  first 
European  to  see  the  river;  hence,  the  river  became  known  as  Wood's 
River.  In  addition  to  Indians,  the  only  regular  visitors  to  the 
region  before  the  1770s  were  hunters,  trappers,  and  men  such  as 
Daniel  Boone  who  settled  along  the  Yadkin  River  near  present-day 
Wilkesboro.  Peter  Jefferson,  the  father  of  Thomas  Jefferson, 
visited  the  area  in  17  94;  he  named  the  river  the  New  River  when  he 
surveyed  the  North  Carolina/Virginia  boundary. 

In  1965,  efforts  to  preserve  the  scenic  qualities  of  the  New  River 
and  to  keep  it  flowing  wild  and  free  began  when  the  Appalachian 
Power  Company  applied  for  a license  to  dam  the  river  and  build 
reservoirs  for  water  storage.  Opposition  to  the  proposal  was  heard 
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from  citizens'  groups  and  state  and  federal  agencies.  Hearings, 
litigation,  and  legislative  action  followed.  In  order  to  protect 
this  historic  river  and  the  scenic  area  surrounding  it,  the  North 
Carolina  General  Assembly  declared  the  26.5-mile  stretch  of  the 
river  from  its  confluence  with  Dog  Creek  to  the  Virginia  state  line 
a State  Scenic  River  on  May  26,  1975.  The  secretary  of  the 
Department  of  Interior  designated  the  same  26.5-mile  portion  of  the 
river  a part  of  the  national  Wild  and  Scenic  River  System  in  April 
197  6.  That  action  was  reaffirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and 
construction  of  the  dam  and  reservoirs  was  prohibited.  Thus,  the 
New  River  remained  a free- flowing  river,  and  a state  park  was 
established. 
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II.  PARK  PURPOSES 


MISSION  STATEMENT 
OF  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  PARKS 


The  North  Carolina  state  parks  system  exists  for  the 
enjoyment , education , health,  and  inspiration  of  all  our 
citizens  and  visitors . The  mission  of  the  state  parks 
system  is  to  conserve  and  protect  representative  examples 
of  the  natural  beauty,  ecological  features  and  recreation 
resources  of  statewide  significance;  to  provide  outdoor 
recreation  opportunities  in  a safe  and  healthy  environ- 
ment; and  to  provide  environmental  education  opportuni- 
ties that  promote  stewardship  of  the  state's  natural 
heritage . 


NEW  RIVER  PARK  PURPOSE  STATEMENT 

On  September  11,  1976,  President  Gerald  Ford  signed  into  law  a bill 
creating  a 2 6. 5 -mile  stretch  of  National  Scenic  River  along  the  New 
River  in  North  Carolina.  His  action  culminated  a 14 -year  effort  by 
the  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and  the  nation  as  well  as  local, 
state  and  federal  officials.  Their  aim  was  to  preserve  the  scenic 
character  of  the  river  corridor  while  providing  for  continued 
agricultural  use  of  the  land.  They  also  wanted  to  avoid  the 
displacement  of  local  people  from  a proposed  dam  project  that 
threatened  the  disruption  of  their  lifestyles  and  culture. 

Earlier,  in  1974  and  1975,  the  General  Assembly  had  designated  the 
26.5-mile  segment  of  river  as  a State  Scenic  River.  In  this 
legislation,  the  General  Assembly  stated  that  any  plans  for  the  New 
River  corridor  were  to  provide  for  continued  use  of  the  lands 
adjacent  to  the  river  for  normal  agricultural  activities,  includ- 
ing, but  not  limited  to,  cultivation  of  crops,  raising  of  cattle, 
growing  of  trees,  and  other  practices  necessary  to  such  agricultur- 
al pursuits.  The  legislation  also  restricted  the  total  property 
that  could  be  acquired  for  state  park  purposes  to  2,200  acres. 

The  state  works  to  preserve  the  significant  scenic  values  of  the 
river  corridor  by  encouraging  the  continuation  of  local  agricul- 
tural uses  of  the  land,  acquiring  key  parcels,  and  advocating  local 
land-use  planning.  The  area's  mixture  of  free-flowing  water,  rock 
outcrops,  pastoral  land,  and  active  agriculture  creates  scenery  of 
national  significance.  The  line  of  sight  from  the  river  surface, 
which  offers  the  best  view  of  the  scenic  values,  should  reflect  a 
mixture  of  pastoral  landscapes,  active  agriculture,  and  undeveloped 
woodland  areas . 

The  isolation  of  the  New  River  from  urban  areas  has  helped  create 
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a local  culture  reflecting  the  region's  resourceful,  creative, 
independent,  and  self-sufficient  residents.  The  local  citizens 
worked  for  the  protection  of  the  local  culture  as  a fundamental 
purpose  of  the  state  and  federal  river  designations,  as  well  as  the 
establishment  of  the  state  park.  The  New  River  area  also  has 
potentially  significant  archaeologic  value  due  to  its  location  near 
the  intersection  of  three  major  sub-areas  of  the  Eastern  Woodlands 
Archaeological  Area.  It  is  estimated  that  sites  along  the  river 
will  provide  information  on  10,000  years  of  human  habitation  in  the 
Appalachians . 

As  one  of  the  oldest  river  systems  in  the  world,  the  New  River 
corridor  includes  significant  geologic  values.  The  New  River 
formed  the  headwaters  of  the  ancient  Teays  River,  which  was  mature 
by  the  time  the  Appalachian  Mountains  were  formed.  The  South  Fork 
of  the  New  River  flows  through  some  of  the  oldest  rocks  in  the 
United  States.  Rocks  related  to  these  have  been  dated  at  1.1 
billion  years. 

The  park  offers  access  to  valuable  canoeing,  camping,  fishing,  and 
picnicking  opportunities.  It  is  also  an  important  resource  for 
interpretive  and  environmental  education  activities  that  teach  the 
archaeological,  geological,  and  biological  significance  of  the 
area . 

Significant  biological  values  include  two  threatened  fish  species, 
one  threatened  insect  species,  and  seven  special  concern  fish 
species.  Five  plant  species  in  the  corridor  are  threatened  because 
they  are  on  the  periphery  of  their  range. 

New  River  was  authorized  as  a state  park  and  state  river  so  that 
its  valuable  scenic,  archaeological,  geological,  recreational,  and 
biological  values  could  be  protected.  The  Division  of  Parks  and 
Recreation  is  charged  with  preserving  these  values  and  providing 
park  experiences  that  promote  pride  in  and  understanding  of  North 
Carolina's  natural  heritage. 
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III.  SUMMARY  OF  INTERPRETIVE 

THEMES 


The  1987  State  Parks  Act  defines  the  purposes  of  the  state  parks 
system.  It  establishes  that: 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  offers  unique  archaeologic , 
geologic , biologic , scenic  and  recreational  resources . 

These  resources  are  part  of  the  heritage  of  the  people 
of  this  State.  The  heritage  of  a people  should  be 
preserved  and  managed  by  those  people  for  their  use  and 
for  the  use  of  their  visitors  and  descendants . 

It  further  provides  that: 

Park  lands  are  to  be  used  by  the  people  of  this  State 
and  their  visitors  in  order  to  promote  understanding  of 
and  pride  in  the  natural  heritage  of  this  State. 

One  of  the  best  methods  of  meeting  these  purposes  is  through 
environmental  education.  The  Department  of  Environment,  Health, 
and  Natural  Resources  has  adopted  the  following  definition  of 
environmental  education: 

Environmental  education  is  a process  that  increases 
awareness , knowledge , and  understanding  of  natural 
systems  --  the  interdependence  of  living  things,  the 
impact  of  human  activities  --  and  results  in  informed 
decisions , responsible  behavior,  and  constructive 
action. 

New  River  State  Park  is  well  suited  to  environmental  education, 
with  its  excellent  representation  of  geology  and  habitat  types 
found  throughout  the  mountain  province. 

New  River  State  Park  has  three  primary  interpretive  themes  and 
several  secondary  interpretive  themes.  The  primary  themes  are  the 
geology  of  the  river  system  and  New  River  ecology. 


PRIMARY  INTERPRETIVE  THEMES 

The  primary  interpretive  themes  for  New  River  State  Park  are: 

1.  the  river's  geologic  history  as  one  of  the  world's  oldest 
rivers,  how  that  was  determined,  and  river  morphology; 

2.  the  river's  ecology,  its  natural  communities  and  water 
quality;  and 

3.  cultural  history,  focusing  on  the  human-use  history  of 
the  river  corridor  and  the  struggle  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  this  quality  ecosystem. 
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SECONDARY  INTERPRETIVE  THEMES 

Ten  secondary  interpretive  themes  have  been  identified.  They  are: 

Human  Impacts  on  the  Environment 
Stewardship  and  Wise  Use  of  Resources 
Park  System  History 
River  Recreation 

Preservation  of  the  Scenic  Qualities  of  the  New  River 

Water  Quality 

River  Ecology 

Park  History 

Canoeing 

Plant  and  Animal  Communities 
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IV.  PARK  AND  RECREATION 
DEMAND  AND  TRENDS 

ANNUAL  VISITATION  TRENDS 

The  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  opened  at  New  River  State  Park  in 
1980/  becoming  the  first  area  available  for  public  use  at  the  park. 
Visitation  counts  are  taken  using  a traffic  counter  placed  at  the 
Wagoner  Road  entrance.  For  those  areas  accessible  only  by  canoe, 
receipts  from  camping  are  used  to  calculate  visitation. 

New  River  State  Park  experienced  steady  attendance  from  1982  to 
1990  (Figure  IV-1) . Three  years  --  1984,  1989,  and  1991  --  showed 
a slight  decline  in  visitation.  The  visitation  for  the  other  years 
increased  annually  between  5 percent  and  46  percent.  The  highest 
visitation  occurred  in  1990  when  44,732  visits  were  recorded.  The 
significant  increase  in  the  1990  visitation  is  attributed  to  the 
media  exposure  that  the  park  received  regarding  the  New  River 
Valley  real  estate  explosion  that  included  large  subdivisions 
planned  and  under  development  that  threaten  the  2 6. 5 -acre  corridor 
of  the  New  River. 


MONTHLY  VISITATION  TRENDS 

New  River  State  Park's  main  visitor  use  season  is  from  March  to 
November  (Figure  IV-2)  . The  park  has  a nine-month  peak  use  season, 
typical  of  parks  with  limited  overnight  facilities.  The  greatest 
use  occurs  during  the  late  spring  months  of  April  and  May,  which 
average  over  7,000  visits;  this  is  attributed  to  the  nice  weather 
during  this  time.  Visitation,  however,  is  fairly  constant  during 
the  nine-month  visitor-use  season. 


POPULATION  TRENDS 

The  primary  area  served  by  New  River  State  Park  is  identified  as 
Ashe,  Alleghany,  Wilkes,  and  Watauga  counties,  whose  populations 
totalled  128,144  in  1990.  The  area  is  characterized  by  a rural 
population  with  small  towns  of  less  than  5,000  people.  The  largest 
city  in  the  four-county  area  is  Boone,  with  a population  of  12,012. 

Given  the  park's  location  in  the  extreme  northwestern  corner  of 
North  Carolina,  a substantial  number  of  people  in  four  states  live 
within  50  miles  of  the  park.  In  addition,  major  transportation 
corridors  serving  the  area  are  U.S.  421  in  North  Carolina  and  U.S. 
221  and  21  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  Other  North  Carolina 
routes  to  the  area  are  N.C.  highways  16,  18,  88,  and  113. 


ANNUAL  VISITATION  TRENDS 

1975  - 1991 


Visits  (Thousands) 


Figure  I V - 1 . New  River  State  Park  Annual  Visitation  1975  - 1991 


MONTHLY  VISITATION 


Visits  (Thousands) 


Figure  IV-2.  New  River  State  Park  Average  Monthly  Visitation  1988-1990 
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During  the  next  10  years,  it  is  predicted  that  the  population  inthe 
four-county  area  will  grow  only  2.7  percent  or  3,589  people,  with 
the  increases  occurring  in  Watauga  and  Wilkes  counties  and 
decreases  occurring  in  Alleghany  and  Ashe  Counties. 


POPULATION  TRENDS  BY  AGE 

The  aging  of  the  region's  population  is  reflected  in  the  increase 
in  the  over-40  age  group  and  the  small  increase  in  the  under-10  age 
group  between  1980  and  1990  (Figure  IV-3).  The  10-to-39-year-old 
age  group  decreased  during  the  same  period.  The  age  group 
experiencing  the  most  growth  from  1980  to  1990  was  the  40-to-49- 
year-old  group.  Similarly,  the  50  - to- 59 -year-old  age  group  will 
have  the  largest  percentage  increase  from  1990  to  2000. 


OUTDOOR  RECREATION  PARTICIPATION  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA 

The  five  most  popular  outdoor  recreation  activities  in  North 
Carolina  are  walking  for  pleasure,  driving  for  pleasure,  viewing 
scenery,  beach  activities,  and  visiting  historical  sites.  Three 
out  of  every  four  households  participated  in  walking  for  pleasure 
at  least  once  in  the  past  12  months  (Table  IV-1) . In  addition  to 
the  five  most  popular  activities,  over  fifty  percent  of  the 
households  responding  to  a 1989  survey  participated  at  least  once 
in  the  following  activities:  swimming  (in  lakes,  rivers,  or 
oceans) , visiting  natural  areas,  picnicking,  attending  sports 
events,  visiting  zoos,  and  freshwater  fishing. 

The  North  Carolina  Outdoor  Recreation  Participation  Survey  was 
mailed  to  3,100  randomly  selected  residents  in  the  spring  of  1989. 
Forty-five  percent,  or  1,399  people,  returned  completed  surveys. 
Each  person  receiving  the  survey  was  asked  to  estimate  the  number 
of  times  the  members  of  his  household  had  participated  in  each  of 
43  activities.  The  survey  results  provide  good  insight  into  the 
current  participation  of  North  Carolinians  in  a wide  range  of 
outdoor  recreation  activities. 
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Table  IV- 1.  Outdoor  recreation  activities  ranked  by  popularity. 


Percentage 
of  Households 


Rank 

Activity 

Participating 

1 . 

Walking  for  Pleasure 

75% 

2 . 

Driving  for  Pleasure 

72 

3 . 

Viewing  Scenery 

71 

4 . 

Beach  Activities 

69 

5 . 

Visiting  Historical  Sites 

62 

6 . 

Swimming  (in  Lakes,  Rivers,  and  Oceans)  54 

7 . 

Visiting  Natural  Areas 

53 

8 . 

Picnicking 

52 

9 . 

Attending  Sports  Events 

52 

10  . 

Visiting  Zoos 

51 

11. 

Fishing  - Freshwater 

50 

12  . 

Use  of  Open  Areas 

41 

13  . 

Swimming  (in  Pools) 

40 

14  . 

Fishing  - Saltwater 

38 

15  . 

Attending  Outdoor  Cultural  Events 

35 

16  . 

Bicycling  for  Pleasure 

32 

17  . 

Other  Winter  Sports 

31 

18  . 

Camping,  Tent  or  Vehicle 

29 

19  . 

Softball  and  Baseball 

28 

20  . 

Hunting 

28 

21. 

Use  of  Play  Equipment 

28 

22  . 

Power  Boating 

26 

23  . 

Trail  Hiking 

26 

24  . 

Jogging  or  Running 

24 

25  . 

Basketball 

24 

26  . 

Nature  Study 

22 

27  . 

Golf 

22 

28  . 

Target  Shooting 

20 

29  . 

Water  Skiing 

19 

30  . 

Camping,  Primitive 

14 

31. 

Tennis 

14 

32  . 

Use  Motorcycles,  Dirt  Bikes,  ATV' s 

13 

33  . 

Use  Four  Wheel  Drive  Vehicles 

13 

34  . 

Canoeing  and  Kayaking 

13 

35  . 

Horseback  Riding 

12 

36  . 

Volleyball 

12 

37  . 

Downhill  Skiing 

12 

38  . 

Football 

11 

39  . 

Soccer 

7 

40  . 

Sailboating 

7 

41. 

Skateboarding 

6 

42  . 

Cross  Country  Skiing 

2 

43  . 

Windsurfing 

1 
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PRIORITIES  OF  PUBLIC  OUTDOOR  RECREATION  FUNDING 

The  North  Carolina  Outdoor  Recreation  Survey  asked  residents  to 
identify  and  rank  their  future  public  outdoor  recreation  needs. 
High  priority  needs  for  public  outdoor  recreation  were  determined 
by  combining  ratings  for  future  demand  and  public  funding  priori- 
ties. Each  activity  received  a rating  of  high,  moderate  or  low  for 
both  future  demand  and  support  for  public  funding. 

These  ratings  were  combined  to  produce  a score  from  one  to  nine, 
reflecting  an  overall  priority  for  which  one  is  the  highest 
priority  and  nine  is  the  lowest.  The  combined  rating  is  produced 
using  a matrix  that  assigns  a higher  priority  to  support  for  public 
funding  than  future  demand  for  the  outdoor  recreation  activity 
(Table  IV-2) . 

Based  on  this  analysis,  many  of  the  activities  rated  as  the  highest 
priorities  are  activities  that  are  currently  or  could  potentially 
be  provided  at  New  River  State  Park.  The  activities  include 
walking  for  pleasure,  tent  camping,  picnicking,  freshwater  fishing, 
visiting  natural  areas,  viewing  scenery,  and  trail  hiking. 


Table  IV-2.  Priorities  for  Future  Outdoor  Recreation  Activities 


Support  for 
Future  Public 


Activity 

Code 

Demand 

Funding 

Walking  for  Pleasure 

1 

High 

High 

Camping,  Tent  or  Vehicle 

1 

High 

High 

Picnicking 

1 

High 

High 

Beach  Activities 

1 

High 

High 

Fishing  - Freshwater 

1 

High 

High 

Attend  Outdoor  Cultural  Events 

1 

High 

High 

Visiting  Natural  Areas 

2 

High 

Moderate 

Use  of  Play  Equipment 

2 

High 

Moderate 

Visiting  Zoos 

2 

High 

Moderate 

Visiting  Historical  Sites 

2 

High 

Moderate 

Bicycling  for  Pleasure 

3 

Moderate 

High 

Swimming  (in  Pools) 

3 

Moderate 

High 

Viewing  Scenery 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Hunting 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Trail  Hiking 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Use  of  Open  Areas 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Target  Shooting 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Swimming  (Lakes,  Rivers,  Ocean) 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Fishing  - Saltwater 

4 

Moderate 

Moderate 
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AREA  OUTDOOR  RECREATION  OPPORTUNITIES 

New  River  State  Park  is  an  important  recreational  resource  located 
in  the  northwestern  corner  of  the  state  in  Ashe  and  Alleghany 
counties.  The  river  is  a popular  area  for  canoeing  and  rafting, 
and  the  river  corridor  provides  spectacular  scenic  viewing. 

There  are  two  state  parks  near  New  River  State  Park:  Stone 
Mountain  State  Park  and  Mount  Jefferson  State  Park.  Mount 
Jefferson  is  a beautiful  natural  area  providing  picnicking,  trails, 
and  nature  study.  Stone  Mountain  State  Park  provides  a variety  of 
activities,  including  camping,  picnicking,  fishing,  hiking,  nature 
study,  horseback  riding,  and  rock  climbing.  The  Pisgah  National 
Forest  and  the  Cherokee  National  Forest  in  Tennessee  contain 
recreation  areas  that  provide  camping  facilities,  trails,  fishing, 
picnicking,  and  swimming.  Mt.  Rogers  National  Recreation  Area  is 
18  miles  away  in  Virginia. 

Doughton  Park,  a National  Park  Service  unit  on  the  Blue  Ridge 
Parkway,  has  a campground  with  110  tent  sites  and  26  sites  for 
recreational  vehicles,  a 24-room  lodge,  picnic  areas,  hiking 
trails,  and  fishing. 

There  are  12  local  recreation  parks  in  the  region  within  a one-hour 
drive  of  New  River  State  Park  that  offer  passive  and  active 
recreational  activities. 
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V.  SUMMARY  OF  LAWS 
GUIDING  PARK  MANAGEMENT 


There  are  many  federal  and  state  statutes,  state  and  federal 
executive  orders,  and  administrative  rules  and  policies  that  govern 
the  operation  of  the  state  parks  system.  A thorough  listing  and 
discussion  of  these  will  be  available  in  the  Systemwide  Policies 
Manual,  which  is  under  development. 

This  chapter  includes  a brief  discussion  of  the  primary  legal  basis 
for  the  existence  and  operation  of  the  state  parks  system. 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONSTITUTION 

Article  XIV,  Section  5,  of  the  North  Carolina  Constitution  sets 
overall  policy  by  broadly  defining  the  conservation  and  protection 
of  natural  resources  and  the  acquisition  of  such  resources  as  a 
proper  function  of  government.  The  amendment  reads  in  part  as 
follows : 

It  shall  be  the  policy  of  this  State  to  conseirve  and 
protect  its  lands  and  waters  for  the  benefit  of  all  its 
citizenry,  and  to  this  end  it  shall  be  a proper  function 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  its  political 
subdivision  to  acquire  and  preserve  park,  recreation, 
and  scenic  areas,  to  control  and  limit  the  pollution  of 
our  air  and  water,  to  control  excessive  noise,  and  in 
every  other  appropriate  way  to  preserve  as  a part  of  the 
common  heritage  of  this  state  its  forests,  wetlands , 
estuaries , beaches , historical  sites,  open  land,  and 
places  of  beauty. 


STATE  LAWS 
STATE  PARKS  ACT 

The  State  Parks  Act  (G.S.  113-44.7  through  113-44.14)  sets  forth  a 
mission  statement  for  the  state  parks  system.  It  states  that  the 
system  functions  to  preserve  and  manage  representative  examples  of 
significant  biologic,  geologic,  scenic,  archaeologic , and  recre- 
ational resources,  and  that  park  lands  are  to  be  used  by  the  people 
of  the  state  and  their  visitors  and  descendants  in  order  to  promote 
understanding  of  and  pride  in  the  state's  natural  heritage. 

The  State  Parks  Act  also  calls  for  development  and  periodic 
revisions  of  a System  Plan  to  achieve  the  mission  and  purpose  of 
the  state  parks  system  in  a reasonable,  timely,  and  cost-efficient 
manner.  The  Act  describes  System  Plan  components  and  requires  that 
public  participation  be  a component  of  plan  development  and 
revisions . 
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The  State  Parks  Act  also  calls  for  the  classification  of  park 
resources  and  development  of  general  management  plans  (GMPs)  for 
each  park.  GMPs  are  to  include  a statement  of  park  purpose,  an 
analysis  of  major  resources  and  facilities,  and  a statement  of 
management  direction. 


POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  ENVIRONMENT, 

HEALTH,  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES 

This  act  authorizes  the  Department  to  make  investigations  of  the 
resources  of  the  state  and  to  take  such  measures  as  it  may  deem 
best  suited  to  promote  the  conservation  and  development  of  such 
resources.  The  Act  also  authorizes  the  Department  to  care  for 
state  forests  and  parks  and  other  recreational  areas  now  owned,  or 
to  be  acquired  by  the  state.  (G.S.  113-8) 


NORTH  CAROLINA  ENVIRONMENTAL  POLICY  ACT  OF  1971 

Recognizing  the  profound  influence  that  man's  activity  has  on  the 
natural  environment,  the  General  Assembly  passed  the  Environmental 
Policy  Act  "to  assure  that  an  environment  of  high  quality  will  be 
maintained  for  the  health  and  well-being  of  all..." 

The  Act  declares  that: 

Jt  shall  be  the  continuing  policy  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  to  conserve  and  protect  its  natural  resources 
and  to  create  and  maintain  conditions  under  which  man 
and  nature  can  exist  in  productive  harmony.  Further,  it 
shall  be  the  policy  of  the  State  to  seek,  for  all  its 
citizens  safe,  healthful , productive , and  aesthetically 
pleasing  surroundings ; to  attain  the  widest  possible 
range  of  beneficial  uses  of  the  environment  without 
degradation,  risk  to  health  or  safety;  and  to  preserve 
the  important  historic  and  cultural  elements  of  our 
common  inheritance.  (G.S.  113A-3) 


NATURAL  AND  SCENIC  RIVERS  ACT 
(G.S.113A-30  through  113A-44) 

This  act  seeks  to  maintain  natural  and  scenic  conditions  of  a 
river's  designated  segments  by  protecting  its  water  quality  and 
adjacent  lands  by  retaining  these  natural  and  scenic  conditions. 
It  also  restricts  licensing  of  project  works  on  designated 
segments . 

A 26.5-mile  segment  of  the  New  River  is  designated  a North  Carolina 
Natural  and  Scenic  River.  The  area  includes  22  miles  of  the  South 
Fork,  from  its  confluence  with  Dog  Creek  in  Ashe  County,  downstream 
through  Ashe  and  Alleghany  counties  to  its  confluence  with  the 
North  Fork  and  the  main  fork  of  the  New  River,  and  4.5  miles 
downstream  to  the  Virginia  state  line. 
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The  Act  also  allows  for  the  acquisition  of  land  up  to  2/200  acres 
in  fee  simple  title  and  easements  for  the  protection  of  the  scenic 
resources  of  the  designated  26.5  miles  of  the  New  River. 

The  Division  is  required  to  prepare  a management  plan  that  provides 
for  the  protection  of  the  undeveloped  scenic  features  and  to 
provide  an  annual  status  report  of  the  progress  made  in  implement- 
ing the  management  plan. 

While  there  are  other  General  Statutes  that  concern  the  state  parks 
system  and  the  environment,  the  above-described  statutes,  along 
with  Article  XIV,  Section  5,  of  the  North  Carolina  Constitution, 
largely  define  the  purposes  of  the  state  parks  system  and 
serve  to  guide  the  operation  of  state  park  system  units. 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CODE  FOR  MANAGEMENT  OF  SCENIC  RIVER  AREAS 

The  administrative  code  seeks  to  establish  management  practices 
that  will  protect  the  natural  and  scenic  features  of  a river's 
designated  areas  by  monitoring  and  preserving  the  river's  environ- 
mental quality,  water  flow,  and  public  access  while  allowing 
outdoor  recreational  activities  that  are  consistent  with  the 
management  of  the  river. 

Recreation  facilities  can  include: 

campgrounds , interpretive,  and  administrative  facilities; 
low  density  day-use  and  primitive  overnight  use; 
boating  facilities  including  launch  ramps,  adequate  parking, 
and  information  displays; 

bicycle  rest  stops  and  overnight  facilities. 


FEDERAL  LAWS 

LAND  AND  WATER  CONSERVATION  FUND  ACT  OF  1965 

The  federal  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  Act  (PL  88-578)  offers 
protection  and  places  restrictions  on  fund-assisted  outdoor 
recreation  areas . 

By  virtue  of  receiving  Land  and  Water  Conservation  Fund  (LWCF) 
grant  assistance,  most  of  the  state  parks  system,  including  the 
three  access  areas  at  New  River  State  Park,  is  subject  to  LWCF 
rules  and  regulation.  Property  acquired  or  developed  in  whole  or 
in  part  with  LWCF  assistance  cannot  be  converted  to  other  than 
public  outdoor  recreation  use  without  federal  approval.  A 
conversion  may  only  take  place  if  approved  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  only  then  if  replacement  property  of  equal  fair 
market  value  and  reasonably  equivalent  usefulness  and  location  is 
made . 

LWCF  requirements  include:  programming,  operating  and  maintaining 
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areas  in  a manner  that  encourages  public  participation;  maintain- 
ing the  property  so  it  appears  attractive  and  inviting  to  the 
public;  maintaining  property,  facilities  and  equipment  to  provide 
for  public  safety;  keeping  facilities,  roads,  trails  and  other 
improvements  in  reasonable  repair  throughout  their  lifetime  to 
prevent  undue  deterioration  and  encourage  public  use;  keeping  the 
park  and  facilities  open  for  use  at  reasonable  hours  and  times;  and 
making  future  development  meet  LWCF  rules  and  regulations.  LWCF- 
assisted  sites  are  periodically  inspected  by  state  and  federal 
inspectors  to  ensure  compliance  with  LWCF  requirements. 


PROTECTION  OF  WETLANDS 
EXECUTIVE  ORDER  11990  (42  USC  4321  NOTE) 

Federal  agencies  will  provide  leadership  and  take  action  to 
minimize  the  destruction,  loss,  or  degradation  of  wetlands  and  to 
preserve  the  natural  and  beneficial  values  of  wetlands.  Agencies 
shall  not  provide  assistance  for  any  new  construction  in  wetlands 
unless  there  is  no  practical  alternative,  and  all  practical 
measures  are  taken  to  minimize  harm  to  the  wetlands. 


FLOODPLAIN  MANAGEMENT 
(USC  432  NOTE) 

Federal  agencies  shall  provide  leadership  and  take  action  to 
minimize  the  risk  of  flood  loss  and  to  restore  and  preserve  the 
natural  and  beneficial  values  served  by  riverine,  coastal,  and 
other  floodplains. 


CLEAN  WATER  ACT 

Section  404  of  the  federal  Clean  Water  Act  extends  some  protection 
for  wetland  areas.  The  Act  prohibits  the  discharge  of  dredge  or 
fill  materials  into  waters,  including  wetlands,  without  a permit 
from  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers.  Activities  in  wetlands  for 
which  permits  may  be  required  include,  but  are  not  limited  to: 
placement  of  fill  material;  ditching  activities  when  excavated 
material  is  side  cast;  land  clearing  involving  relocation  of  soil 
material;  land  leveling;  most  road  construction;  and  dam  construc- 
tion (33  USC  1344)  . The  Division  will  avoid  undertaking  construc- 
tion located  in  wetlands  unless  there  is  no  practical  alternative, 
and  all  practical  measures  are  taken  to  minimize  harm  to  the 
wetland. 


WILD  AND  SCENIC  RIVERS  ACT 
(P.L.  90-542;  P.L.  99-590) 

The  Federal  Energy  Regulatory  Commission  (FERC)  cannot  issue 
licenses  for  the  construction  of  any  dam  or  other  project  work  on 
designated  segments.  No  department  or  agency  of  the  United  States 
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can  assist  by  loan,  grant,  license,  or  otherwise  in  the  construc- 
tion of  any  water  resources  project  that  would  have  a direct  and 
adverse  effect  on  the  values  for  which  the  river  was  established. 


STATE  POLICIES 
NEW  RIVER  MASTER  PLAN 

A master  plan  for  New  River  State  Park  was  completed  in  1977.  The 
plan  is  to  serve  as  a guide  for  development  and  management  of  park 
resources.  It  includes  an  analysis  of  cultural  and  natural 
resources  as  well  as  site  analysis  and  development  recommendations. 

The  master  plan  was  developed  with  the  primary  objective  of 
providing  a development  plan  and  program  compatible  with  the  nature 
of  the  site.  The  plan  sought  to  efficiently  provide  for  adminis- 
trative services  and  operations  by  unifying  them  physically.  The 
plan  also  called  for  a review  of  the  impact  of  site  development  and 
visitor  use  after  each  development  phase,  thus  ensuring  long-range 
protection  of  the  river's  natural  resources. 

The  master  plan  still  serves  to  guide  overall  park  development. 
During  the  general  management  plan  process,  the  existing  master 
plan  was  reviewed  to  determine  if  master  plan  proposals  were  still 
valid  or  if  modifications  were  needed.  At  New  River,  the  GMP 
evaluation  determined  that  changes  to  the  master  plan  were  needed. 
These  changes  are  detailed  in  Chapter  VII  (capital  improvements) 
and  Chapter  IX  (land  acquisition)  of  this  document . 
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VI.  NATURAL  AND  CULTURAL 
RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT 


NATURAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  POLICY 

The  Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation's  approach  to  natural  resource 
management  is  directed  by  the  North  Carolina  Constitution  and  the 
State  Parks  Act,  both  of  which  require  the  management  of  natural 
resources.  The  constitution  sets  overall  policy  by  broadly 
defining  the  conservation  and  protection  of  natural  resources  and 
the  acquisition  of  such  resources  as  a proper  function  of  govern- 
ment. The  State  Parks  Act  states  that  unique  archaeological, 
geological,  biological,  scenic,  and  recreational  resources  are  a 
part  of  the  heritage  of  the  people,  which  "...should  be  preserved 
and  managed  by  those  people  for  their  use  and  for  the  use  of  their 
visitors  and  descendants . " 

The  North  Carolina  State  Parks  System  plays  an  important  role  in 
maintaining,  rehabilitating,  and  perpetuating  the  state's  natural 
heritage.  The  natural  resources  of  the  state  parks  system  are: 
high  quality,  rare  or  representative  examples  of  natural  communi- 
ties; native  plants  and  animals;  geological  features  and  landforms; 
water  resources;  and  the  natural  processes  that  affect  these 
elements.  The  primary  objective  in  natural  resource  management 
will  be  the  protection  of  natural  resources  for  their  inherent 
integrity  and  for  appropriate  types  of  enjoyment  while  ensuring 
their  availability  to  future  generations. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Division  that  natural  resources  will  be 
managed  by  allowing  natural  environments  to  evolve  through  natural 
processes  with  minimal  influence  from  human  activities.  Resource 
management  will  not  attempt  solely  to  preserve  individual  species 
or  individual  process;  rather,  it  will  try  to  maintain  all  the 
components  and  processes  of  naturally  evolving  ecosystems.  When 
intervention  is  necessary,  direct  or  secondary  effects  on  park 
resources  will  be  minimized  to  the  greatest  extent  possible. 
Intervention  with  natural  processes  may  occur: 

1)  to  correct  or  compensate  for  the  disruption  of  natural 
processes  caused  by  human  activities; 

2)  to  protect,  restore,  or  enhance  rare  species; 

3)  to  protect,  restore,  or  enhance  significant  archaeological 
resources ; 

4)  to  construct,  maintain,  improve,  or  protect  park  facilities; 
and 

5)  to  prevent  danger  to  human  health  and  safety. 


VI -2 


NATURAL  COMMUNITIES 

The  communities  described  below  follow  the  Classification  of  the 
Natural  Communities  of  North  Carolina:  Third  Approximation 
(Schafale  and  Weakley,  1990) . 


RICH  COVE  FOREST 

This  community  type  may  be  found  along  feeder  streams  and  moist 
draws  and  coves  scattered  along  the  New  River  corridor.  A high 
quality  example  of  this  natural  community  occurs  at  the  Wagoner 
Road  Access  Area  in  the  area  traversed  by  the  nature  trail.  Over 
120  species  of  vascular  plants  were  noted  in  a reconnaissance 
survey,  with  the  richest  concentration  in  the  amphibolite,  the 
underlying  mafic  rock,  portion  of  the  area.  Although  the  area  has 
a long  disturbance  history,  much  of  it  has  remained  intact,  with  a 
diverse  mixture  of  mesophytic  canopy  species  of  varying  sizes. 
Canopy  species  include  beech  (Faqus  crrandif olia) , yellow  buckeye 
(Aesculus  flava) , sugar  maple  (Acer  saccharum) , black  walnut 
(Juglans  nigra) , butternut  (J.  cinerea) , red  oak  (Ouercus  rubra) , 
red  maple  (Acer  rub rum) , cucumber- tree  (Magnolia  acuminata) , and 
several  hickories  (Carva  spp.).  The  understory  and  shrub  layers 
include  dogwood  (Cornus  florida) , ironwood  (Carpinus  caroliniana) , 
fringetree  (Chionanthus  virginicus) , spicebush  (Lindera  benzoin) , 
wild  hydrangea  (Hydrangea  arborescens) , silky  dogwood  (C.  amomum) , 
wafer-ash  (Ptelea  trif oliata) , and  ninebark  (Physocarpus  opuli- 
f olius) . An  extremely  rich  herb  layer  includes  ginseng  (Panax 
guinguef olius)  , meehania  (Meehania  cordata) , maidenhair  fern 
(Adiantum  pedatum)  , walking  fern  (Asplenium  rhizophvllum) , and 
showy  orchis  (Orchis  spectabilis) . Additional  inventory  of  the 
corridor  is  needed  to  determine  the  quality  of  the  other  Rich  Cove 
Forest  natural  community  sites. 


MONTANE  OAK- -HICKORY  FOREST 

This  natural  community  can  be  found  on  steep  slopes  and  ridge  tops 
within  the  river  corridor.  The  canopy  is  dominated  by  white  oak 
(Quercus  alba) , red  oak,  chestnut  oak  (Q.  montana) , tulip  popular 
(Liriodendron  tulipifera)  , red  maple,  and  various  hickories.  The 
understory  and  shrub  layers  include  dogwood,  red  maple,  and  black 
gum  (Nyssa  sylvatica)  . Mountain  laurel  (Kalmia  latif olia)  , flame 
azalea  ( Rhododendron  calendulaceum)  and  rhododendron  (R.  maximum) 
also  occur.  On  the  slopes  with  northerly  aspects,  the  shrub 
component  may  be  more  extensive.  These  forests  are  in  a state  of 
transition  following  the  loss  of  the  American  chestnut  (Castanea 
dentata)  as  a canopy  dominant.  Past  land  use  practices  in  the  New 
River  corridor  also  strongly  influence  the  composition  of  these 
forests . 
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POTENTIAL  FOR  OTHER  NATURAL  COMMUNITIES 

A number  of  other  natural  communities  still  remain  within  the  New 
River  corridor  in  North  Carolina.  These  are  mostly  confined  to  the 
steeper  slopes  and  ridge  tops  and  may  have  a history  of  logging. 
There  are  a number  of  fairly  mature  deciduous  forest  areas,  several 
waterfalls,  and  wet  areas.  Additional  inventory  of  the  river 
corridor  may  reveal  the  presence  of  the  following  communities:  Low 
Elevation  Rocky  Summit,  Spray  Cliff,  and  other  cliff  communities. 


NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM  ELEMENT  OCCURRENCES 


GIANT- SEED  GOOSEFOOT  ( Chenopodium  simplex) 

This  species  has  a status  of  Significantly  Rare  with  the  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  The  only  known  collection  of  this  species  in 
North  Carolina  was  made  in  19  81  near  the  confluence  of  the  North 
and  South  Forks  of  the  New  River.  The  habitat  was  moist  but  not 
wet  loamy  soil  beneath  a rock  ledge  with  a northeast  exposure. 


WILD  CUCUMBER  (Echinocvstis  lobata) 

This  species  is  on  the  Watch  List  of  the  Plant  Conservation 
Program.  The  wild  cucumber  is  believed  to  be  endemic  to  the  New 
River  Valley  and  is  apparently  restricted  to  the  banks  of  the 
river.  A few  plants  are  on  the  island  at  the  Wagoner  Road  Access 
Area,  and  multiple  populations  are  scattered  along  the  river. 


GRAY'S  LILY  (Lilium  qrayi) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Threatened-Special  Concern  by  the  Plant 
Conservation  Program.  A reproducing  population  of  Gray' s lily  was 
recently  found  in  a wet  meadow  on  Obids  Creek.  Although  it  is  a 
couple  of  miles  from  the  river,  this  population  may  represent  the 
remnant  populations  on  the  river.  Most  of  the  prime  habitat  along 
the  river  has  been  altered  by  human  activity. 


MEEHANIA  (Meehania  cordata) 

This  species  has  a status  of  Significantly  Rare  with  the  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  Several  hundred  plants  of  this  species  were 
found  on  the  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  nature  trail  growing  in  an 
apparent  mafic  outcrop  area.  Closest  associates  on  the  north- 
facing slope  are  beech,  yellow  buckeye,  red  maple,  ironwood,  wild 
hydrangea,  maidenhair  fern,  Christmas  fern  (Polvstichum 
acrostichoides)  , sweet  cicely  (Osmorhiza  sp . ) , and  ginseng. 
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GINSENG  (Panax  cruinguef olius) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Special  Concern  by  the  Plant  Conservation 
Program  and  is  considered  Significantly  Rare  by  the  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  The  two  plants  that  were  found  in  the  park  are 
probably  remnants  of  a much  larger  population  that  was  almost 
extirpated  by  human  collection. 


WAFER-ASH  (Ptelea  trif oliata) 

This  species  is  on  the  Watch  List  of  the  Plant  Conservation 
Program.  Wafer-ash  appears  to  be  fairly  common  on  the  South  Fork 
of  the  New  River  and  around  the  confluence  of  the  North  and  South 
Forks.  Several  individuals  were  noted  along  the  South  Fork  in  both 
forested  areas  and  in  openings  in  the  dense  silky  dogwood  stand  on 
the  edge  of  pasture.  There  are  also  a number  of  plants  on  the 
river  bank  along  the  nature  trail  in  the  mafic  area  at  Wagoner  Road 
Access.  In  addition,  there  are  a number  of  large  plants  on  the 
river  bank  and  in  the  floodplain  just  upstream  from  the  confluence. 


NARROWLEAF  MEADOWSWEET  (Spiraea  alba  var.  alba) 

This  species  is  on  the  Watch  List  of  the  Plant  Conservation 
Program.  A healthy  population  of  this  species  was  observed  on  the 
edge  of  the  wet  meadow  with  Gray's  lily.  The  most  common  associate 
was  tag  alder  (Alnus  serrulata) . Although  must  of  the  potential 
habitat  along  the  river  has  been  altered  by  human  disturbance,  the 
species  may  still  exist  there.  This  species  should  be  included  in 
future  inventory  along  the  river  corridor. 


VIRGINIA  SPIREA  (Spiraea  virginiana) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Endangered  by  the  Plant  Conservation 
Program  and  Threatened  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
Three  small  populations  of  this  species  are  known  from  the 
designated  section  of  the  river.  One  site  had  three  large,  healthy 
plants  with  heavy  fruit  sets  in  1992.  The  plants  are  in  the 
right-of-way  for  SR  1588  and  showed  signs  of  previous  damage  from 
mowing.  Adjacent  species  included  silky  dogwood,  tag  alder,  red 
oak,  black  cherry  (Prunus  serotina) , Virginia  creeper  (Parthenocis - 
sus  cruinguef olia) , poison  ivy,  virgin's  bower  (Clematis  virgin- 
iana) , blackberries  (Rubus  sp.),  green-head  coneflower  (Rudbeckia 
laciniata) , elderberry  (Sambucus  canadensis)  , fringed  loosestrife 
(Lysimachia  ciliata) , panic  grass  (Panicum  sp.),  velvet  grass 
(Holcus  lanatus)  , goldenrod  (Solidago  sp.) , and  rush  ( Juncus  sp.)  . 
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COOPER'S  HAWK  (Accipter  cooperii) 

This  species  has  been  assigned  Special  Concern  status  by  the 
Natural  Heritage  Program,  meaning  that  the  species  warrants 
monitoring.  Cooper's  Hawks  are  seen  by  park  staff  near  the 
confluence  of  the  North  and  South  Forks.  Nesting  or  breeding 
habitat  is  limited  along  the  river,  but  the  river  corridor  provides 
good  foraging  habitat  which  is  close  enough  to  breeding  habitat  to 
expect  frequent  occurrence.  Birds  and  small  mammals,  including 
chipmunks  and  mice  are  abundant  in  the  open  field  areas  around  the 
confluence  of  the  North  and  South  Forks. 


WARBLING  VIREO  (Vireo  gilyus) 

This  species  has  a status  of  Significantly  Rare  with  the  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  Several  Warbling  Vireos  have  been  sighted  or 
heard  along  the  South  Fork  from  the  U.S.  221  bridge  to  the 
confluence  with  the  North  Fork  from  1972  through  1990.  No  current 
survey  information  is  available,  but  suitable  habitat  may  be 
diminished  with  increased  residential  development  along  the  river. 
The  preferred  habitat  is  hardwood  groves  along  rivers  and  streams, 
and  these  areas  are  already  somewhat  limited.  Additional  survey 
for  the  species  is  needed. 


KANAWHA  DARTER  (Etheostoma  kanawhae) 

This  species  has  a status  of  Significantly  Rare  with  the  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  The  Kanawha  darter  is  known  only  from  the  New 
River  drainage  in  North  Carolina,  and  there  are  records  of 
collections  from  the  North  Fork  in  1967  and  the  South  Fork  in  197  6. 
Two  collections  are  from  the  North  Fork  in  the  southwestern  portion 
of  Ashe  County,  and  the  other  collection  is  from  the  South  Fork 
near  the  confluence  with  the  North  Fork.  Additional  inventory  is 
needed  to  determine  the  current  status. 


SHARPNOSE  DARTER  (Percina  oxyrhynchus ) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Special  Concern  by  the  Natural  Heritage 
Program.  The  sharpnose  darter  is  known  only  from  the  New  River 
drainage  in  North  Carolina,  and  there  are  records  of  collection 
from  the  South  Fork  in  1969  and  1976.  One  collection  was  southwest 
of  Glendale  Springs  and  the  other  upstream  from  the  confluence  with 
the  North  Fork.  Additional  inventory  is  needed  to  determine  the 
current  status. 


KANAWHA  MINNOW  (Phenacobius  teretulus) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Special  Concern  by  the  Natural  Heritage 
Program.  The  Kanawha  minnow  is  known  only  from  the  New  River 
drainage  in  North  Carolina  and  has  been  collected  at  several 
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locations  on  both  the  South  and  North  Forks  in  1963,  1969,  and 
1972.  Additional  inventory  is  recommended  to  determine  the  current 
status . 


GAMMON'S  STENELMIS  RIFFLE  BEETLE  (Stenelmis  crammoni) 

This  species  has  a status  of  Significantly  Rare  with  the  Natural 
Heritage  Program.  Gammon's  Stenelmis  riffle  beetle  was  reported  on 
the  South  Fork  in  1972.  The  current  status  is  unknown,  but 
biologists  believe  the  species  could  be  present  in  several 
locations  in  the  river.  As  with  many  aquatic  organisms,  the 
primary  threats  to  its  survival  are  siltation  and  pollution. 
Additional  inventory  is  needed  for  this  and  other  invertebrates. 


SEEP  MUDALIA  (Leptoxis  dilitata) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Threatened  by  the  Wildlife  Resources 
Commission.  The  seep  mudalia,  a freshwater  snail,  is  known  only 
from  the  New  River  drainage  in  Ashe  County.  Additional  inventory 
is  needed  to  determine  the  status  of  this  species. 

PISTOLGRIP  (Tritogonia  verucosa) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Endangered  by  the  Wildlife  Resources 
Commission.  The  only  location  for  this  species  of  freshwater 
mollusk  in  North  Carolina  is  the  New  River  near  the  Virginia 
border.  Additional  inventory  of  the  entire  New  River  drainage  may 
result  in  other  locations. 


BIDENTATE  DOME  (Ventridens  coelaxis) 

This  species  is  listed  as  Special  Concern  by  the  Wildlife  Resources 
Commission.  This  terrestrial  snail  is  known  from  Ashe  County  and 
could  exist  on  slopes  around  the  New  River  drainage.  Additional 
inventory  is  needed  to  determine  the  range  of  the  species. 


REGISTERED  NATURAL  HERITAGE  AREAS 


New  River  State  Park  currently  has  no  Registered  Natural  Heritage 
Areas.  The  aquatic  habitats  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  New  River  and 
the  main  stem  of  the  New  River  are  considered  priority  protection 
sites  by  the  Natural  Heritage  Program. 
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POTENTIAL  REGISTERED  NATURAL  HERITAGE  AREAS 
Wagoner  Road  Access  Natural  Area 

The  Rich  Cove  Forest  community  with  its  diversity  of  species, 
including  three  rare  species,  may  be  eligible  for  inclusion  in  a 
Registered  Natural  Heritage  Area. 

Additional  inventory  of  the  river  corridor  may  locate  and  document 
other  areas  that  may  be  eligible  for  inclusion  in  Registered 
Natural  Heritage  Areas. 


CULTURAL  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  ISSUES 


CULTURAL  RESOURCES 

Native  Americans  used  the  New  River  valley.  Prehistoric  projectile 
points  and  flakes,  prehistoric  campsites,  and  evidence  from  early, 
European  settlers  have  been  found  and  documented  throughout  the 
river  corridor.  Prehistoric  and  historic  surveys  were  done  in  the 
corridor  when  the  hydroelectric  project  was  proposed  and  the  river 
was  federally  designated.  Based  on  the  known  cultural  resource 
information,  any  ground-disturbing  activities  will  need  archaeolog- 
ical review.  Systematic  archaeological  and  historic  surveys  are 
still  needed  for  the  New  River  corridor. 


WATER  QUALITY 

The  water  quality  of  the  New  River  is  affected  by  land  use 
activities  throughout  the  watershed.  Degradation  of  the  existing 
excellent  water  quality  could  threaten  many  of  the  aquatic  species. 
The  South  Fork  of  the  New  River  and  the  main  stem  of  the  New  River 
are  classified  as  High  Quality  Water  by  the  Environmental  Manage- 
ment Commission.  The  designated  scenic  section  of  the  South  Fork 
of  the  New  River  and  the  main  stem  of  the  New  River  are  also 
classified  as  Outstanding  Resource  Waters  by  the  Environmental 
Management  Commission.  The  High  Quality  Water  and  Outstanding 
Resource  Waters  classifications  regulate  point  source  and  non-point 
source  pollution  from  storm  water  runoff  and  maintain  the  existing 
high  water  quality  levels. 

The  widespread  implementation  of  agricultural  Best  Management 
Practices  and  Forestry  Best  Management  Practices  in  the  New  River 
corridor  would  also  protect  the  existing  excellent  water  quality. 
The  use  of  package  plants  and  poorly  maintained  septic  fields  may 
also  pose  threats  to  the  water  quality. 
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WATER  QUANTITY 

The  New  River  is  used  for  irrigation  by  local  farmers  and  is  the 
primary  recreational  resource  of  the  park.  The  water  levels  of  the 
river  affect  the  recreational  experience  of  the  river  users.  The 
Town  of  West  Jefferson  has  proposed  a water  supply  intake  upstream 
from  the  Wagoner  Road  Access.  Seasonal  fluctuation  in  flow  rates 
along  with  water  withdrawals  may  adversely  impact  aquatic  species , 
especially  if  it  reduces  water  quality,  and  recreational  use.  The 
long-term  impact  of  changes  in  water  quantity  on  aquatic  species 
should  be  monitored.  An  aquatic  biological  inventory  is  needed  for 
base  line  data.  A visitor  use  profile  correlated  to  water  levels 
is  necessary  to  determine  what  impacts  water  withdrawals  and 
natural  fluctuations  have  on  recreational  use. 


NATURAL  HERITAGE  INVENTORY 

A detailed,  comprehensive  natural  heritage  inventory  is  needed  for 
the  park's  plant  and  animal  species.  These  inventories  would  form 
the  baseline  line  data  necessary  for  a natural  resource  monitoring 
program,  identifying  sites  for  resource  protection  through  fee 
simple  or  conservation  easement  acquisition,  and  would  assist 
interpretation  and  education  programming.  There  has  been  no 
natural  heritage  inventory  of  the  New  River  drainage  or  of  Ashe 
County,  although  this  area  is  considered  to  be  one  of  the  richest 
biological  areas  of  North  Carolina.  The  size  of  the  New  River 
drainage  basin  and  the  diversity  of  plant  and  animal  life  known  and 
believed  to  be  potentially  present  warrant  a natural  heritage 
inventory. 


GYPSY  MOTH 

The  gypsy  moth  (Lvmantria  dispar)  is  an  exotic  insect  that  is 
working  its  way  south.  The  park  staff  are  currently  monitoring  for 
the  presence  of  this  species.  Both  the  gypsy  moth  itself  and 
efforts  to  control  it  have  the  potential  to  affect  the  park's 
natural  communities  and  recreational  experiences.  An  inventory  of 
native  lepidoptera  for  the  park  is  needed  to  determine  what  is 
present.  The  survey  information  will  assist  with  the  decisions  on 
what  gypsy  moth  management  practices  would  have  the  least  amount  of 
impact  on  the  park's  native  lepidoptera  populations. 


INVASIVE  EXOTIC  SPECIES 

Balm  of  Gilead  has  been  planted  in  many  areas  along  the  river  in 
the  past  for  wind  breaks  and  erosion  control,  including  Wagoner 
Road  Access.  The  origin  of  this  species  is  uncertain,  but  it  is 
not  native  to  the  New  River  basin.  Although  large  trees  are  short 
lived,  stump  sprouts  and  root  suckers  persist  and  are  difficult  to 
remove . 
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Multiflora  rose  is  widespread  along  the  river,  forming  dense 
thickets  in  some  areas.  This  species  was  planted  for  erosion 
control  and  has  adapted  to  the  area.  This  species  is  difficult  to 
control  or  eradicate.  Efforts  to  control  or  eradicate  these 
invasive  exotic  species  on  park-managed  lands  will  need  to  balance 
the  benefits  of  the  control  or  removal  with  the  costs  of  materials 
and  staff  time. 


PROTECTING  A WORKING  LANDSCAPE 

The  national  and  state  designations  as  a scenic  river  recognized 
the  working  landscape  of  the  New  River  corridor.  A mix  of  forested 
slopes,  cliffs,  pastures,  agricultural  fields,  and  scattered  rural 
development  are  components  of  the  New  River  working  landscape. 
Protection  of  the  scenic  resources  of  the  New  River  corridor 
requires  the  use  of  methods  that  are  not  used  in  typical  state 
parks.  The  state  ownership  of  property  is  necessary  for  areas 
where  facilities  and  visitors  will  be  located  and  is  recommended 
where  rare  species  and  outstanding  natural  communities  need 
protection.  The  working  components  of  the  landscape  (fields, 
pastures  and  homes)  can  be  protected  by  other  methods  such  as 
conservation  easements,  restrictive  covenants  and/or  land  use 
regulations  or  planning. 

Various  state  agencies  have  a regulatory  or  management  presence  in 
the  New  River  corridor.  The  consistency  of  state  actions  within 
the  corridor  would  contribute  to  the  protection  of  this  working 
landscape.  This  may  be  achieved  through  a management  committee 
composed  of  representatives  from  government  agencies  that  have 
permitting  or  management  authority  within  the  river  corridor. 


CONSERVATION  EASEMENT  MONITORING 

The  state  scenic  river  designation  of  the  New  River  calls  for  the 
acquisition  of  conservation  easements  to  protect  the  water  quality 
of  the  river  and  the  scenic  qualities  of  agricultural  and  forested 
areas.  Conservation  easements  require  the  monitoring  of  conditions 
and  different  management  than  state  ownership  of  property.  The 
terms  and  conditions  of  conservation  easements  will  be  reviewed 
during  the  next  five  years.  These  terms  and  conditions  may  include 
the  use  of  agricultural  and  forestry  best -management  practices  and 
buffers  along  the  river.  Additional  staff  time  and  resources  will 
be  needed  for  the  monitoring  of  conservation  easements. 


RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  PLAN 

A comprehensive,  park- specific  resource  management  plan  addressing 
these  and  future  issues  and  other  resource  management  issues  should 
be  developed.  This  plan  should  include  detailed  actions  whose 
implementation  will  prevent  or  correct  threats  to  the  park' s 
natural  resources.  The  addition  of  district  resource  management 
specialists  would  facilitate  the  development  of  this  plan. 
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VII.  PHYSICAL  PLANT  INVENTORY 


FACILITY  INVENTORY  AND  INSPECTION  PROGRAM 

The  buildings  and  facilities  in  state  parks  are  needed  for  park 
operations,  visitor  services,  and  the  protection  of  the  public's 
health  and  safety.  They  include  facilities  providing  safe  drinking 
water,  restrooms,  and  electricity,  as  well  as  recreation  facilities 
such  as  bathhouses,  group  camps,  and  cabins.  Without  proper 
maintenance,  these  facilities  are,  at  best,  a disservice  to  the 
citizens  who  use  them,  and  at  worst,  potentially  harmful. 

The  Facility  Inventory  and  Inspection  Program  (FIIP)  is  a computer- 
based  system  used  to  track  the  condition,  maintenance  needs,  and 
repair  costs  of  every  building  in  the  state  parks  system.  A 
principal  objective  of  FIIP  is  to  identify  deficiencies  that  may 
affect  health,  fire,  or  life  safety.  Other  objectives  are  to 
identify  accessibility  deficiencies  and  other  significant  mainte- 
nance-related deficiencies. 

During  a field  evaluation  of  each  facility,  deficiencies  are  given 
priority  ratings  of  critical,  serious,  or  minor.  The  deficiencies 
are  classified  in  nine  basic  categories:  site  (the  grounds  and 
walkways  surrounding  the  building) ; exterior  envelope;  interior 
envelope;  fire/life  safety;  handicapped  accessibility;  public 
health;  heating/ventilation/air  conditioning  (HVAC) ; plumbing;  and 
electrical . 

The  field  evaluation  begins  with  an  inventory  of  all  structures  in 
the  park  (Figure  VII-1)  . The  results  of  the  inventory  are 
presented  using  the  building  name  and  state  property  numbers  as 
identification.  Next,  the  types  of  repairs  and  repair  costs  are 
listed  for  each  building.  Finally,  the  cost  summary  for  the  park 
is  given  using  the  nine  basic  categories  of  repairs  (e.g.  exterior 
envelope)  and  the  three  levels  of  deficiencies  (critical,  serious, 
and  minor) . 


NEW  RIVER  STATE  PARK  BUILDING  INVENTORY 


CODE 

BUILDING  NAME 

IN  USE 

036001 

Old  Park  Office 

Y 

036002 

Tractor  Shed 

Y 

036003 

Pit  Privy  at  Site  1 

Y 

036004 

Pit  Privy  at  Site  5 

Y 

036005 

Comfort  Station 

N 

036006 

Pit  Privy  at  Site  3 

Y 

036007 

Park  Office 

Y 

036008 

Picnic  Shelter 

Y 

036009 

Oliver  House 

Y 

NEW  RIVER 

STATE  RIVER  and 
STATE  PARK 
BUILDING  LOCATIONS 


SITE  1 —Wagoner  Rd.  Access 
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NEW  RIVER  STATE  PARK  FACILITY  REPAIR  NEEDS 

Buildings  at  New  River  are  in  generally  good  condition.  Only  one 
structure  requires  work  totalling  over  $10,000,  and  one  structure 
is  being  recommended  for  demolition.  Other  buildings  require  only 
minor  repairs . 

Note:  Only  buildings  requiring  repairs  are  shown  on  this  report. 


Bldg# 


Building  Name/Need 


Demolition  Cost  Repair  Cost 


036-001  Old  Park  Office 

Add  3-1/2"  insulation  to  existing 
in  ceiling 

Enclose  soffits  with  wire  mesh 
Spray  siding  with  clear  wood  finish 
Replace  ceiling  tiles 
Replace  windows 
Add  on-demand  water  heater 


$ 5,369 

2,580 

113 

480 

96 

1,575 

525 


036-005  Comfort  Station 

Walls,  chimney  and  deck  are 
structurally  unsound 

036-009  Oliver  House 

Reputty  and  repaint  windows 
Repaint  siding  and  trim 
Regrade  and  provide  drainage 
Increase  height  of  stair  rail 
Seal  chimney  thimbles 
Add  gravel  to  drive 


$ 1,890 


$ 7,435 

450 
1,425 
150 
300 
113 
4,997 


TOTALS 


$ 1,890 


$ 14,694 
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NEW  RIVER  STATE  PARK 
FACILITY  REPAIR  NEEDS  COST  SUMMARY 


DEFICIENCY  CATEGORY 

PRIORITY  1 
(CRITICAL) 

PRIORITY  2 
(SERIOUS) 

PRIORITY  3 
(MINOR) 

CATEGORY 

SUBTOTAL 

SITE 

0 

1890 

5148 

7038 

EXTERIOR  ENVELOPE 

113 

3172 

3450 

6735 

INTERIOR  ENVELOPE 

300 

96 

0 

396 

FIRE/LIFE  SAFETY 

0 

0 

0 

0 

HANDICAPPED  ACCESS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 

0 

0 

0 

0 

HVAC 

0 

0 

0 

0 

PLUMBING/UTILITY 

0 

525 

0 

525 

ELECTRICAL 

0 

0 

0 

0 

413 

5683 

8598 

14694 

Deficiencies  that  are  a threat  to  fire  and  life  safety  or  the 
health  of  an  individual  are  considered  to  be  "critical."  A "se- 
rious" deficiency  is  one  that  is  not  considered  a threat  to  fire 
and  life  safety,  but  which  could  cause  further  damage  to  the 
structure  if  left  uncorrected.  This  category  usually  includes 
building  code  violations.  "Minor"  deficiencies  are  those  requiring 
general  maintenance  and  repair. 
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ROAD  AND  UTILITY  INVENTORY 

The  majority  of  facilities  and  utilities  at  New  River  State  Park 
are  considered  interim  and  were  constructed  within  the  last  ten 
years.  A new  park  office  and  a picnic  shelter  were  constructed  in 
1988-90  at  the  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area,  followed  by  a new  paved 
park  road  and  parking  lot  constructed  at  the  US  221  Access  Area. 
The  infrastructure  is  in  good  shape  and  needs  routine  maintenance. 
There  is  no  park  housing  and  no  public  access  to  the  Alleghany 
County  Access  Area. 

Information  for  this  inventory  is  based  on  an  inspection  of  the 
park  facilities  in  November  1991,  measurement  of  the  park  roads, 
original  construction  drawings,  and  information  from  Division 
staff.  The  inventory  is  divided  into  five  sections:  roads  and 
parking  areas,  water  system,  sewer  system,  electrical  system,  and 
telephone  system.  Each  section  has  two  parts:  existing  conditions 
and  system  recommendations. 


ROADS  AND  PARKING  AREAS 
Existing  Conditions 

The  Institute  for  Transportation  Research  and  Education  (ITRE)  did 
not  do  a study  of  the  New  River  road  system,  but  an  inventory  of 
the  system  was  done  by  Design  and  Development  staff  during  an 
inspection . 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - The  area  has  0.3  miles  of  paved  and  .06 
miles  of  unpaved  road.  Parking  areas  include  851  square  yards  of 
paved  parking  lot  and  288  square  yards  of  unpaved  parking  areas. 
The  roadway  shoulders  and  crossline  pipes  are  in  good  condition, 
but  there  is  no  center  line  stripe. 

US  221  Access  Area  - The  area  has  1.3  miles  of  paved  road  and  0.11 
miles  of  unpaved  road.  Parking  areas  include  3,514  square  yards  of 
paved  and  1,175  square  yards  of  unpaved  parking  lots.  The  roadway 
shoulders  and  crossline  pipes  are  in  good  condition. 

Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - The  area  has  no  public  access  road. 
There  is,  however,  a one-mile,  one-lane  unpaved  road  currently 
maintained  by  the  N.  C.  Department  of  Transportation.  The  roadway 
shoulders  and  crossline  pipes  are  in  good  condition.  The  road 
itself  is  in  poor-to-fair  shape. 

System  Recommendations 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  and  US  221  Access  Area  - The  roads  and 
parking  areas  in  these  areas  are  paved  and  in  excellent  shape. 

Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - Upgrade  the  existing  one -lane 
unpaved  road  for  park  vehicle  use  only  with  N.C.  Department  of 
Transportation  funds . 
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SEWER  SYSTEMS 
Existing  Conditions 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - There  are  two  sewer  systems  that  have 
conventional  septic  tanks  with  nitrification  lines.  The  park 
office  sewer  system  is  the  largest,  with  a 3, 000 -gallon  septic  tank 
and  a 1,000-gallon  dosing  siphon  tank.  The  drain  field  is  divided 
into  two  separate  drain  fields  with  seven  lines  and  is  located  in 
the  large  picnic  area  in  front  of  the  office  parking  lot.  A second 
septic  tank  and  drain  field  at  the  old  park  office  is  of  unknown 
size.  The  system  serves  a two-person  office  and  receives  moderate 
use.  The  canoe  campground  has  one  pit  privy  that  is  in  fair 
condition . 

US  221  Access  Area  and  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - These  areas 
do  not  have  flush  toilets.  The  canoe  campground  within  each  of 
these  areas  has  a pit  privy  in  fair  shape. 

System  Recommendations 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - The  office  septic  tank  needs  two  manhole 
risers.  The  system  was  installed  in  1989,  so  the  drainfield  and 
tanks  are  in  good  shape. 

The  existing  pit  privies  at  the  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area,  US  221 
Access  Area  and  the  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  need  to  be 
replaced  with  composting  toilets.  The  composting  toilet  at  the 
Alleghany  County  Access  Area  would  also  serve  the  day-use  picnic 
area.  The  septic  system  at  the  old  park  office  at  Wagoner  Road 
needs  to  be  inspected  and,  if  necessary,  repaired. 


WATER  SYSTEMS 
Existing  Conditions 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - A deep  well  provides  water  to  the  new 
office  and  to  a drinking  fountain  at  the  new  picnic  shelter.  The 
well,  drilled  in  1981,  is  600  feet  deep  with  a capacity  of  seven 
gallons  per  minute.  The  canoe  campground  and  the  old  park  office 
receive  water  from  low  volume  springs  with  questionable  water 
quality . 

US  221  Access  Area  - There  is  a six-inch  diameter  well  with  a hand 
pump  located  at  the  canoe  campground.  The  well  is  505  feet  deep, 
with  a 3 gallon-per-minute  capacity.  A well  with  a high  sulphur 
content,  located  on  the  new  park  road,  was  permanently  abandoned  by 
park  staff  when  the  road  was  constructed  in  1991.  Two  additional 
six-inch  wells  were  drilled  at  the  proposed  office  site  and 
proposed  campground  in  1992. 
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Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - This  area  has  two  six-inch  diameter 
wells.  One  well,  located  at  the  canoe  campground,  has  a hand  pump 
and  is  considered  to  be  an  artesian  well  because  of  the  constant 
water  flow  of  approximately  five  gallons  per  minute.  It  has  a 
capacity  of  20  gallons  per  minute  and  is  650  feet  deep.  The  other 
well  is  located  at  the  future  picnic  area  and  is  capped  off.  It 
has  a capacity  of  15  gallons  per  minute  and  is  606  feet  deep. 


System  Recommendations 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - Abandon  the  spring  at  the  canoe 
campground  and  place  a 1-1/2  inch  water  line  from  the  park  office 
to  the  campground.  A chlorinator  needs  to  be  installed  at  the 
office  with  a larger  storage  tank.  The  spring  servicing  the  old 
office  is  adequate  for  now.  If  a maintenance  building  is  built  at 
this  location,  a new  well  will  need  to  be  drilled  or  a waterline 
from  the  new  office  installed. 

Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - The  water  supply  is  adequate  for 
present  and  future  needs. 


ELECTRICAL  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM 
Existing  Conditions 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - The  new  park  office  is  served  by  an 
underground  electric  power  line  that  runs  from  the  park  gate  to  a 
power  transformer  behind  the  new  office,  a distance  of  approxi- 
mately 1,200  linear  feet.  The  lines  were  placed  underground  in 
1988. 

US  221  Access  Area  - No  facilities  have  power,  but  there  is  an 
existing  overhead  powerline  that  follows  the  new  road  and  dead  ends 
at  an  old  farmhouse  across  the  river.  This  line  is  not  energized 
at  the  present  time. 

Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - No  facilities  have  power,  but  there 
are  overhead  power  lines  about  2,500  feet  away. 

All  electrical  service  is  provided  by  the  Blue  Ridge  Electric 
Membership  Corporation  (BREMCO) . 


System  Recommendations 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  - The  power  distribution  is  underground 
and  is  adequate  at  the  present  time. 

US  221  Access  Area  and  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  - Place  power 
lines  underground  when  major  development  occurs. 
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TELEPHONE  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM 
Existing  System 

The  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  has  three  telephones:  the  park  office 
telephone,  the  outdoor  public  telephone,  and  a phone  in  the  old 
office  building  that  serves  the  National  Committee  for  the  New 
River.  The  other  access  areas  do  not  have  telephone  service.  The 
park  is  served  by  the  Skyline  Telephone  Company. 


Systems  Recommendations 

Install  a pay  telephone  at  the  US  221  Access  Area. 


MAJOR  CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECT  PRIORITIES 

The  New  River  State  Park  Master  Plan  describes  the  long-range 
vision  of  what  the  park  should  be.  A significant  portion  of  the 
master  plan  is  devoted  to  identifying  short-  and  long-term 
development  plans  for  the  park.  The  development  plans  are  to  be 
implemented  by  identifying  and  detailing  specific  capital  improve- 
ment projects  that  can  be  constructed  through  the  state  construc- 
tion process.  By  identifying,  evaluating  and  ranking  each 
development  project,  the  Division  has  created  a priority  list  of 
capital  improvement  projects  for  each  park  and  for  the  state  parks 
system.  The  New  River  State  Park  project  ranking  is  based  upon 
objectives  such  as  promoting  public  health,  protecting  natural 
resources,  enhancing  environmental  education,  increasing  public 
accessibility,  and  improving  the  park's  appearance. 

As  a part  of  the  general  management  plan  process,  the  master  plan 
was  carefully  reviewed  to  determine  if  changes  were  needed  because 
a review  of  the  plan  had  not  been  undertaken  since  publication  in 
1976.  Changes  in  the  development  plans  were  deemed  necessary.  The 
pre-GMP  project  priority  list,  the  recommended  changes  to  that 
list,  and  the  revised  project  priority  list  follow. 

In  reviewing  master  plan  capital  improvement  recommendations,  the 
general  management  plan  evaluation  team  considered  factors  such  as 
changes  in  environmental  regulations,  condition  of  facilities, 
natural  heritage  inventory,  changes  in  recreation  demand,  park 
visitor  safety  considerations.  State  Parks  Act  stipulations,  and 
current  recreation  demand.  This  review  of  proposed  capital 
improvements  resulted  in  changes,  additions,  and  deletions  to 
capital  improvement  proposals. 
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PRE-GMP  PROJECT  PRIORITY  LIST 


Rank 

Description 

Mean 

Score 

Total 

Costs 

1. 

General  development,  US  221  Access 
Area 

574 

$2,265,600 

2 . 

Water  distribution  system.  Wagoner 
Road  Access  Area 

530 

121,600 

3 . 

Campsites  (25) , Wagoner  Road  Access 
Area 

521 

91,700 

4. 

Canoe  launch  structure,  US  221  Access 
Area 

517 

44,700 

5. 

Roads,  parking  areas,  Alleghany  County 
Access  Area 

493 

351,000 

6. 

12  picnic  sites,  2 group  picnic 
shelters,  Alleghany  County  Access  Area 

469 

307,500 

7 . 

Family  picnic  area,  20  units,  Alleghany 
County  Access  Area 

449 

58,600 

8. 

Improve  entrance  road  at  Alleghany 
County  Access  Area 

447 

350,000 

9. 

Ranger  residences,  US  221  Access  Area 

421 

256,500 

10  . 

Contact  station,  Alleghany  County 
Access  Area 

409 

208,900 

11. 

Archaeological  mitigation,  Alleghany 
County  Access  Area 

402 

93,500 

12  . 

Primitive  camp  sites,  canoe  tie-ups, 
picnic  area  at  sites  #2  and  #4. 

393 

178,700 

$4,328,300 

RECOMMENDED  CHANGES  TO  PROJECT  PRIORITY  LIST 

Based  on  the  GMP  evaluation,  the  12  construction  projects  on  the 
pre-GMP  priority  list  were  consolidated  into  six  projects.  The 
consolidation  is  recommended  to  improve  efficiency  by  building  most 
of  the  projects  at  a site  at  one  time.  For  example,  the  six 
projects  that  had  been  planned  for  the  Alleghany  County  Access  Area 
have  been  incorporated  into  two  projects,  initial  development  and 
general  development.  When  these  projects  are  funded,  the  area  will 
be  complete  in  two  steps  rather  than  six.  Administrative  costs  and 
construction  costs  should  be  reduced  for  the  same  reason.  General 
development  projects  are  also  planned  for  the  Wagoner  Road  Access 
Area  and  the  US  221  Access  Area. 


Projects  to  be  Deleted 

1.  The  project  to  build  25  campsites  at  Wagoner  Road  will  be 
incorporated  into  the  project  to  build  a ranger  residence  and 
group  camp  at  the  site  ($202,900). 
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2.  The  canoe  launch  at  the  US  221  Access  Area  was  built  as  part 
of  an  original  site  road  improvement. 

3.  The  project  to  build  roads,  primitive  campsites,  and  parking 
areas  at  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  has  been  incorporated 
into  a project  to  build  group  camps  and  trails  as  well  as  do 
archaeological  mitigation  at  the  site. 

4.  The  20  family  picnic  sites  at  the  Alleghany  County  Access  Area 
($58,600)  were  deleted  as  a separate  project  and  incorporated 
into  the  general  development  project  for  the  area. 

5.  The  improvements  to  the  entrance  road  to  the  Alleghany  County 
Access  Area  ($350,000)  were  deleted  as  a separate  project  and 
incorporated  into  the  general  development  project  for  the 
site . 

6.  The  ranger  residence  project  for  the  US  221  Access  Area 
($256,500)  was  deleted  as  an  individual  project  and  incorpo- 
rated into  the  general  development  project  for  the  site. 

7.  The  contact  station  project  ($208,900)  was  deleted  as  an 
individual  project  and  incorporated  into  the  general  develop- 
ment of  the  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  project. 

8.  The  archaeological  mitigation  of  the  Alleghany  County  Access 
Area  ($93,500)  was  deleted  as  an  individual  projects  and  was 
incorporated  into  the  group  camp  improvements  project  for  the 
site . 


Projects  With  Changed  Scopes 

1.  The  project  for  12  picnic  sites  and  two  shelters  at  the 
Alleghany  County  Access  Area  was  changed  to  combine  family  and 
group  picnicking,  with  a residence,  contact  station,  site 
utilities,  parking  areas,  and  expanded  road  work.  Land  must 
be  acquired  to  construct  the  residence  and  contact  station. 
The  new  project  is  named  "General  Development  of  Alleghany 
County  Access  Area"  ($1,013,600). 

2.  The  water  distribution  system  project  at  the  Wagoner  Road 
Access  Area  was  changed  to  add  group  camp  improvements,  one 
mulching  toilet,  basement  exhibits,  and  trails.  The  new 
project  is  named  "general  improvements  - Wagoner  Road  Access 
Area"  ($285,900)  . 

3.  The  general  development  project  for  the  US  221  Access  Area  was 

changed,  swapping  the  picnic  shelter  for  a community  building, 
adding  a separate  maintenance  area  and  two  residences,  and 
upgrading  the  primitive  camp  with  a mulching  toilet 
($2,813,700)  . Unchanged  from  the  master  plan  are  the  follow- 
ing: a picnic  area  (80  sites),  amphitheater,  tent  and  trailer 

campground  (25  sites),  and  a visitor  center. 
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4.  Develop  rest-stops  at  site  #2  and  site  #4  without  primitive 
camping  area ($144 , 600) . Site  #2  has  not  been  acquired.  Site 
#4  will  not  be  developed  at  this  time  because  a private 
campground  is  next  to  it.  There  is  no  assurance,  however, 
that  the  campground  will  always  be  available  to  the  public  or 
used  as  a campground. 


Projects  Proposed  to  be  Added 

1.  The  group  camp  improvements  at  the  Alleghany  County  Access 
Area  ($429,900)  combine  the  limited  road  improvements  (by  DOT) 
with  archaeological  mitigation,  trails  and  group  camp  improve- 
ments for  the  initial  site  development. 

2 . The  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  ranger  residence  and  group  camp 
development  project  ($202,900)  combines  the  new  group  camp  and 
residence  into  one  project.  Land  will  need  to  be  acquired  to 
construct  the  ranger  residence. 


REVISED  PROJECT  PRIORITY  LIST 


Rank  Description 

♦Mean 

Score 

Total 

Costs 

1. 

General  improvements  - Wagoner  Road 
Access  Area 

547 

285,900 

2 . 

General  development  of  Alleghany 
County  Access  Area 

573 

$1,013,600 

3 . 

General  development  of  US  221  Access 

512 

2,813,700 

4 . 

Group  camp  improvements,  archeology, 
trails  - Alleghany  County  Access  Area 

492 

429, 900 

5 . 

Rest  stops  at  sites  #2  and  #4,  with 
picnic  areas 

417 

144,600 

6. 

Ranger  residence  and  group  camp 
development  - Wagoner  Road  Access 
Area 

309 

TOTAL : 

202,900 

$4,890,600 

* The  mean  score  comes  from  the  Division's  Project  Evaluation 
Program  (PEP)  . The  PEP  uses  an  evaluation  formula  to  rank  projects 
that  considers  three  factors:  the  objective  of  the  project;  the 
justification  or  urgency  for  funding;  and  the  estimated  annual 
number  of  persons  (visitors  and/or  employees)  who  are  affected  by 
the  project.  Projects  are  evaluated  by  the  park  superintendent, 
district  superintendent,  and  Division  management. 

Drawings  that  reflect  the  revised  project  priority  list  are  shown 
as  Figures  VII-1,  VII-2,  VII-3,  and  VII-4. 
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Figure  VII -2 
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VIII.  PARK  OPERATIONS 


INTRODUCTION 

As  a destination  park.  New  River  State  Park  has  been  a favorite  of 
both  North  Carolinians  and  tourists.  The  outstanding  natural 
setting  and  recreational  opportunities  attract  many  visitors 
annually.  This  chapter  identifies  the  park  operations  issues  at 
New  River  and  makes  recommendations  for  addressing  those  issues 
during  the  next  five  years.  These  are: 

1.  staffing  shortfalls? 

2.  interpretation  and  education  programs  at  a linear  park; 

3.  operating  hours; 

4.  staff  training  (search  and  rescue); 

5 . the  operational  relationship  between  New  River  and  Mount 
Jefferson;  and 

6.  operating  budget  shortfalls. 


STAFFING  SHORTFALLS 

Issue:  Current  staffing  levels  are  inadequate  to  satisfy  visitor 
expectations  and  legal  mandates. 

Rar.TrgrmmH ; Because  of  the  linear  nature  of  the  park,  spread  over 
26.5  miles,  it  is  impossible  for  the  staff  of  two  rangers,  one 
general  utility  worker,  and  park  superintendent  to  visit  each  site 
on  a daily  basis.  Over  28  hours  per  week  are  required  just  to 
drive  between  the  three  access  sites.  Currently,  with  two 
operating  gates,  staff  schedules  must  be  staggered  to  meet  the 
basic  operating  hour  requirements.  Patrolling  the  park  access 
areas,  monitoring  the  use  of  the  2 6.5  linear  miles  of  river, 
providing  interpretation  and  education  programming,  managing  the 
office,  performing  clerical  tasks,  and  managing  natural  resources 
require  significant  amounts  of  staff  time.  In  addition,  one  of  the 
rangers  also  manages  the  park's  volunteer  program. 

One  general  utility  worker  with  a three-month  seasonal  staff  of  two 
park  attendants  is  responsible  for  cleaning  and  maintaining  all  the 
park  facilities  and  grounds  and  constructing  new  facilities. 

A part-time  (16  hours  per  week)  clerk  handles  all  requests  for 
information  and  program  and  facility  reservations,  maintains  park 
accounting  procedures,  and  acts  as  receptionist,  secretary,  and 
radio  dispatcher  for  both  New  River  and  Mount  Jefferson  state 
parks . 

Recommendations : To  meet  the  maintenance  needs  of  the  widely 
distributed  access  areas  and  properties,  an  additional  full-time 
maintenance  mechanic  with  journeyman  skills  in  electrical  wiring, 
construction  trades,  and  small  gas  engine  repair  is  needed,  as  well 
as  another  general  utility  worker  and  one  six-month  and  one  three- 
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month  park  attendant.  The  maintenance  needs  are  similar  to  those 
of  distributed  reservoir  sites  requiring  a full-time  maintenance 
employee  for  each  area. 

Two  additional  park  ranger  positions  are  needed  to  manage  the 
monitoring  of  compliance  with  easement  conditions/  to  monitor  and 
manage  natural  resources,  and  to  meet  patrol  and  law-enforcement 
needs  at  the  widely  disbursed  access  sites. 


Table  VIII-1.  Staffing  Needs. 


Current  Staff 

Proposed  Additions 

Permanent 

Superintendent 

1 

Rangers 

2 

Rangers 

2 

Maintenance  Mechanic 

1 

General  Utility  Worker 

1 

General  Utility  Worker 

1 

Clerk-Typist 

1 

Seasonal 

Park  Attendants 

2 

Park  Attendants 

2 

General  Utility  Worker 

1 

Peak  Load 

Clerk  Typist 

1 

Clerk-Typist 

1 

INTERPRETATION  AND  EDUCATION  PROGRAMS  AT  A LINEAR  PARK 

Issue:  The  current  interpretation  and  education  exhibits  are  not 
adequate  to  inform  and  educate  visitors,  particularly  given  the  New 
River's  status  as  a linear  park.  There  is  also  a need  for  training 
in  interpretation  and  education  programs  for  the  staff  because  the 
divisions  new  standards  require  a highly  skilled  and  trained 
professional  staff. 

Background:  Every  state  park  system  unit  needs  high  quality 
exhibits  and  facilities  and  trained  professional  staff  to  present 
interpretation  and  education  programs.  Exhibits,  brochures,  and 
programs  are  primary  means  of  educating  visitors  about  the  park's 
interpretative  themes.  Currently,  only  one  ranger  is  trained  in 
interpretation  and  environmental  education.  One  trained  individual 
cannot  provide  the  necessary  interpretation  and  education  programs 
at  New  River.  It  is  a linear  park  with  three  access  areas  and  no 
available  indoor  I&E  space. 
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The  park  needs  special  training  for  its  staff  and  an  appropriate 
interpretation  and  education  facility  or  area  to  develop  and 
present  programs.  The  park  ranger  responsible  for  the  I&E  programs 
currently  spends  28  hours  a week  travelling. 

Recommendations : To  meet  the  needs  of  visitors  to  a linear  park, 
portable  exhibits  need  to  be  developed  to  provide  the  interpreta- 
tion and  education  programs  that  can  be  readily  carried  from  one 
area  to  another.  At  the  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area,  develop  an  I&E 
classroom  in  the  basement  of  the  office  with  a storage  area  for 
materials.  Construct  a visitor  center  at  the  U.S.  221  Access  Area 
to  meet  the  I&E  needs  for  this  area  of  the  river. 


OPERATING  HOURS 

Issue;  Now  that  the  US  221  Access  area  is  open  to  vehicular 
traffic,  an  extra  two  hours  are  required  daily  to  open  the  site  to 
the  public. 

Background : The  Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  was  the  only  one  of  the 
three  access  areas  that  provided  vehicular  access  until  the  US  221 
Access  Area  was  opened  in  the  spring  of  1992  . Two  additional  hours 
are  now  needed  daily  to  open  this  site,  in  addition,  to  the  time 
needed  to  open  and  close  US  221.  The  park  staff  was  not  increased 
to  handle  the  additional  time  needed  to  open  the  US  221  Access 
area . 

Recommendations : The  operating  budget  for  the  US  221  Access  area 
should  be  a priority  expansion  budget  from  operating  reserve 
because  an  additional  ranger  and  maintenance  mechanic  are  needed  to 
help  with  the  operation  of  the  two  vehicular  access  areas  in  the 
park . 


STAFF  TRAINING 

Issue:  The  complexities  of  park  management  require  well-trained 
and  skilled  personnel  to  keep  parks  operating  at  a high  level  of 
efficiency.  There  is  liability  exposure  connected  with  all 
positions  involving  the  safety  and  protection  of  park  visitors. 

Baokg-rmrnd  i The  New  River  State  Park  staff  has  significant 
training  needs  because  it  is  a water-based  linear  park.  New 
regulations  and  reporting  requirements  as  well  as  monitoring  and 
guideline  standards  for  safety  training  and  accountability  have 
raised  the  level  of  training  required  for  park  staff.  Search  and 
rescue  training  is  particularly  important  given  the  2 6. 5 -mile 
designated  river. 

Recommendations : A comprehensive  training  plan  needs  to  be 
developed  for  the  park  including  search  and  rescue  training. 
Funding  and  opportunities  for  training  must  also  be  made  available 
in  order  to  keep  a well- trained,  professional  staff.  Many  of  the 
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new  certification  requirements  carry  the  obligation  of  annual 
updates  or  re-certification.  Increased  funding  is  necessary  to 
expand  the  training  program. 


OPERATIONAL  RELATIONSHIP  BETWEEN 
NEW  RIVER  AND  MOUNT  JEFFERSON 

Issue:  Should  Mount  Jefferson  State  Park  and  New  River  State  Park 
continue  to  be  managed  as  two  separate  park  units? 

Background:  Mount  Jefferson  State  Park  and  New  River  State  Park 
are  managed  by  the  same  park  staff  but  as  two  separate  park  units. 
Mount  Jefferson  has  minimal  facilities  and  limited  potential  for 
future  development  given  its  natural  significance,  severe  slopes, 
and  small  land  base. 

Recommendations : Mount  Jefferson  State  Park  should  be  designated 
a state  natural  area  and  operated  as  a satellite  of  New  River  State 
Park.  The  park  should  be  opened  one  hour  later  and  closed  an  hour 
earlier  to  reduce  operating  hours.  This  would  allow  staff  time  to 
open  and  close  New  River  at  standard  park  operating  hours. 


OPERATING  BUDGET  SHORTFALLS 

Issue:  The  budget  for  operations,  equipment,  and  supplies  is  not 
adequate  to  effectively  manage  the  park.  All  program  areas  are 
affected,  including  natural  resource  management,  interpretation  and 
education,  emergency  services,  and  maintenance. 

Background:  There  are  critical  shortages  in  line  items  1411  (peak 
load  wages  for  maintenance  and  clerical  staff) ; 2400  (maintenance 
and  construction  supplies) ; 2410  (motor  fuels  and  lubricants) ; 3510 
(repairs  to  buildings) ; 3590  (other  repairs)  ; and  the  5000  series 
(office,  educational  equipment) . 

Over  its  17 -year  history,  the  New  River  State  Park  has  seen  an 
increase  in  staff  from  zero  to  four  full-time  positions  and  an 
increase  in  land  base  from  zero  to  1,089  acres.  Two  access  sites 
have  been  opened  for  vehicular  traffic,  and  three  different 
campgrounds  have  been  built  along  with  picnic  areas  and  trails. 
The  park  manages  six  structures,  a fleet  of  five  vehicles,  and 
miscellaneous  equipment.  As  the  park  grows,  more  funds  are 
required  to  maintain  existing  facilities  and  fund  the  in-house 
construction  of  others.  The  park  interpretive  and  education 
program  has  been  expanded  as  well  as  the  law-enforcement  program 
and  its  subsequent  needs.  Meanwhile,  the  operating  budget  has  not 
kept  pace.  As  new  facilities  have  been  added,  the  extra  funding  to 
maintain  them  has  not  come. 

Table  VIII-2  lists  the  minimum  needs  to  operate  the  park  adequately 
with  its  existing  facilities. 
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Table  VIII-2.  Proposed  Operating  and  Equipment  Budget.* 


Line 

Item 

Description 

Need 

1411 

Peak  Load  Wages 

$ 

11,000 

1491 

Seasonal  Wages 

18,000 

2110 

Janitorial  Supplies 

700 

2190 

Household  Cleaning  Supplies 

1,500 

2290 

Food  for  Meetings 

150 

2310 

Educational  & scientific  supplies 

1,  000 

2360 

Medical  & agric.  supplies 

500 

2400 

Maintenance  & Construction  Supplies 

8,000 

2510 

Motor  Fuels  and  Lubricants 

8,000 

2520 

Tires  & tubes 

1,500 

2530 

Misc.  parts 

2,000 

2590 

Other  motor  vehicle  repairs 

3,000 

2600 

Other  Materials  and  Supplies 

800 

2700 

Purchases  for  Resale 

1,000 

2910 

Computer  Supply 

400 

2920 

Photographic  supplies 

250 

2990 

Other  supplies 

400 

3210 

Telephone 

3,000 

3250 

Postage 

500 

3290 

Box  rental,  P.0. 

30 

3310 

Electricity 

2,000 

3320 

Fuel  Oil 

800 

3410 

Printing  and  Binding 

2,000 

3510 

Repairs  to  Buildings 

5,000 

3590 

Other  repairs 

5,000 

3591 

Radio  Repair 

500 

3990 

Other  Services 

400 

4400 

Service  and  Maintenance  contracts 

400 

4910 

Dues 

100 

5100 

Office  Furniture  and  Equipment 

1,450 

5200 

Data  Processing  Equipment 

3,099 

5300 

Educational  Equipment 

3,220 

5400 

Motor  Vehicles 

53,000 

5430 

Boats  and  Trailers 

500 

5500 

Other  Equipment 

38,650 

5600 

Reference  books 

300 

TOTAL: 

$172,719 

* This 

table  presents  an  accurate  operating  and 

equipment 

budget 

for  New  River  State  Park  (the  equipment  budget  also  includes  Mount 
Jefferson  needs)  given  current  levels  of  visitation,  facilities, 
and  staffing.  The  budget  does  not  include  salaries  for  permanent 
positions . 
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Table  VIII-3.  Detailed  Equipment  Budget  Needs* 


Line  Total 

Item  Description  Cost 


5100  Fax  Machine  (1)  $ 400 

Swivel  Chairs  (3)  360 

Calculators  (3)  210 

Folding  Conference  Tables  (2)  280 

Folding  Chairs  (10)  200 

TOTAL  FOR  5100  ITEMS  $ 1,450 

5200  Computer  Printer  (1)  $ 600 

Computer  (1)  999 

Computer  Software  (wordprocessing,,  spreadsheet)  1,500 

TOTAL  FOR  5200  ITEMS  $ 3,099 


5300  Camera,  35mm  with  55mm  lens  (1)  $ 500 

Binoculars  (2)  240 

Stereo  Microscope,  dissecting  type  (1)  900 

Spotting  scope  (1)  500 

Slide  projector,  35mm  (1)  700 

Zoom  lens  for  35mm  camera  (1)  500 

TOTAL  FOR  5300  ITEMS  $ 3,340 


5400  Truck,  1/2  ton  4WD  for  towing  trailer  (1)  $15,000 

Truck,  mid-sized  4WD  with  club  cab  15,000 

Equipment  trailer  (1)  3,000 

Truck,  3/4  ton  4WD  (1)  15,000 

ATV  with  trailer  (1)  5,000 

TOTAL  FOR  5400  ITEMS  $53,000 

5430  Jon  boat,  aluminum  (1)  $ 500 

TOTAL  FOR  5430  ITEMS  $ 500 

5500  String  Trimmers  (2)  $ 900 

Beds  and  Furniture  for  Seasonal  Barracks  2,500 

Table  Saw,  12"  (1)  2,000 

Radial  arm  saw,  16"  2,000 

Radio,  hand-held  with  key  pad  (2)  800 

Push  mowers  (2)  800 

Canoe  trailer  (1)  1,700 

Air  impact  wrench  set  (1)  600 

Socket  set  (1)  800 

Grinder  (1)  300 

Welder,  portable  gas  (1)  800 

Refrigerator  (for  seasonal  barracks)  (1)  650 

Electric  range  (for  seasonal  barracks)  (1)  500 

Snow  plow  (1)  1,200 

Mechanic's  tool  set  with  chest  (1)  1,250 

Box  blade  for  tractor  (1)  500 

Backhoe  attachment  for  tractor  (1)  5,000 

Tractor  auger  (1)  700 

Tractor  with  bushhog  and  blade  (1)  11,000 

Forks  for  tractor  loader  850 

Pipe  threader  (1)  1,700 

Drill  press  (1)  1,000 

Dishwashers  for  park  residences  (2)  1,100 

TOTAL  FOR  5500  ITEMS  $38,650 

TOTAL  FOR  ALL  5000  SERIES  ITEMS  $100,039 
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‘NOTE:  The  equipment  budget  is  summarized  and  included  in  the 
operating  and  equipment  budget  using  the  appropriate  line  item 
(Table  VII-2) . This  detailed  equipment  budget  presents  specific 
equipment  needs  within  each  equipment  budget  line  item. 


IX-1 


IX.  LAND  ACQUISITION  NEEDS 


LAND  ACQUISITION  STATUS 

New  River  State  Park  contains  1,090  acres.  This  park  was  included 
in  the  1985  appropriation  for  state  park  land  acquisition,  and  558 
acres  were  acquired.  These  acquisitions  completed  the  access  areas 
in  the  master  plan  and  protected  a scenic  section  of  the  river  at 
the  confluence.  Land  acquisition  objectives  along  the  New  River 
have  been  to  provide  the  necessary  landbase  for  access  areas  and 
facility  development,  protection  of  scenic  resources,  and  protec- 
tion of  the  excellent  water  quality.  A tract  near  the  Wagoner 
Road  Access  Area  containing  175  acres  and  a conservation  easement 
covering  112  acres  near  the  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  are 
pending.  These  two  acquisitions  are  funded  by  Recreation  and 
Natural  Heritage  Trust  Fund  grants.  (Figure  IX-1) 


FUTURE  LAND  ACQUISITION  NEEDS 

To  reach  the  legislative  limit  of  2,200  acres  for  land  acquisition 
at  New  River  State  Park  would  require  the  acquisition  of  823  acres. 
Land  acquisition  objectives  have  been  to  provide  public  access  to 
the  river,  to  enhance  recreational  opportunities  along  the  river, 
and  to  protect  the  visual  resources  and  water  quality  of  the  river. 
Water  quality  and  scenic  protection  needs  still  remain  along  the 
designated  section  of  the  New  River;  land  for  facility  development 
is  needed  as  well. 

The  legislative  limit  of  2,200  acres  will  be  ineffective  in 
protecting  the  scenic  resources  of  the  designated  section  of  the 
New  River  because  it  is  a small  portion  of  the  visual  corridor  and 
land  acquisition  is  the  only  viable  protection  tool  available. 
Residential  development  and  land  use  changes  are  degrading  the 
visual  resources  of  the  river  corridor.  Clustering  the  acres  that 
can  be  acquired  for  the  state  park  is  the  most  reasonable  solution 
to  a limit  on  the  park  area.  The  master  plan  originally  called  for 
a continuous  strip  approximately  250  feet  wide  along  both  sides  of 
the  river;  access  areas  called  for  more  land.  Given  the  land  use 
changes,  clustering  of  acreage  was  judged  to  be  a more  effective 
use  of  the  2, 2 00 -acre  limit  because  the  development  would  still 
take  place  if  there  were  a 250 -foot  strip  along  the  river.  A 
visual  assessment  of  the  river  corridor  was  done  in  1988  to 
determine  where  to  cluster  the  acreage.  The  state  park  acreage  was 
clustered  around  the  major  access  areas  and  important  features. 

The  26.5  miles  of  the  river  corridor  were  evaluated  for  scenic 
resource  protection,  recreational  resource  provision,  and  water 
quality  protection  needs  in  1992.  This  evaluation  was  done  by  a 
jury  comprising  park  staff,  resource  management  program  staff,  and 
interpretation  and  education  program  staff.  The  river  corridor 
evaluation  determined  high,  medium,  and  low  priority  areas  for 
protection  efforts  (Figure  IX-2) . The  New  River  corridor  from  the 
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confluence  with  Dog  Creek  to  the  Virginia  state  line  contains 
approximately  14,000  acres.  The  areas  that  are  high  priority  for 
protection  efforts  contain  approximately  2,756  acres  and  include 
existing  park  acreage,  pending  acquisitions,  and  areas  that  are 
highly  scenic.  The  Division  will  target  its  efforts  to  protect 
these  areas.  The  medium  priority  areas,  which  cover  about  1,399 
acres,  have  been  evaluated  as  less  scenic  than  the  high  priority 
and  remain  less  densely  developed.  The  Division  will  assess  each 
project  within  the  medium  priority  area  on  a case-by-case  basis. 
The  low  priority  areas  of  the  river  corridor  contain  approximately 
9,845  acres  and  include  areas  that  have  already  been  developed  or 
are  away  from  the  river.  The  Division  will  not  put  effort  into 
protecting  these  areas  of  the  river  corridor. 


RESULTS  OF  VISUAL  ASSESSMENT 


High  Priority  Areas  2,756 
Medium  Priority  Areas  1,399 
Low  Priority  Areas  9,845 
Size  of  the  Visual  Corridor  14,000 


acres 

acres 

acres 

acres 


SUMMARY  TABLE 


1985  park  size  (fee  £ easement) 

1985  land  program  additions 

Current  park  size  (fee  £ easement) 

Pending  acquisition 

1993  anticipated  park  size 

Remaining  area  within  legislated  limit 

Legislated  park  size  (fee  £ easement) 


532 

acres 

558 

acres 

1,090 

acres 

287 

acres 

1,377 

acres 

823 

acres 

2,200  acres 
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Figure  IX-1.  Land  Acquisition 
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Figure  IX-2.  1992  Visual  Assessment 
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NEW  RIVER  STATE  PARK 
PARK  PROFILE 

PARK  PURPOSE  STATEMENT 

On  September  11,  1976,  President  Gerald  Ford  signed  into  law  a bill  creating  a 26.5-mile  stretch  of 
National  Scenic  River  along  the  New  River  in  North  Carolina.  His  action  culminated  a 14-year  effort 
by  the  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and  the  nation  as  well  as  local,  state  and  federal  officials.  Their  aim 
was  to  preserve  the  scenic  character  of  the  river  corridor  while  providing  for  continued  agricultural  use 
of  the  land.  They  also  wanted  to  avoid  the  displacement  of  local  people  from  a proposed  dam  project 
that  threatened  the  disruption  of  their  lifestyles  and  culture. 

Earlier,  in  1974  and  1975,  the  General  Assembly  had  designated  the  26.5-mile  segment  of  river  as  a State 
Scenic  River.  In  this  legislation,  the  General  Assembly  stated  that  any  plans  for  the  New  River  corridor 
were  to  provide  for  continued  use  of  the  lands  adjacent  to  the  river  for  normal  agricultural  activities, 
including,  but  not  limited  to,  cultivation  of  crops,  raising  of  cattle,  growing  of  trees,  and  other  practices 
necessary  to  such  agricultural  pursuits.  The  legislation  also  restricted  the  total  property  that  could  be 
acquired  for  state  park  purposes  to  2,200  acres. 

The  state  works  to  preserve  the  significant  scenic  values  of  the  river  corridor  by  encouraging  the 
continuation  of  local  agricultural  uses  of  the  land,  acquiring  key  parcels,  and  advocating  local  land-use 
planning.  The  area’s  mixture  of  free-flowing  water,  rock  outcrops,  pastoral  land,  and  active  agriculture 
creates  scenery  of  national  significance.  The  line  of  sight  from  the  river  surface,  which  offers  the  best 
view  of  the  scenic  values,  should  reflect  a mixture  of  pastoral  landscapes,  active  agriculture,  and 
undeveloped  woodland  areas. 

The  isolation  of  the  New  River  from  urban  areas  has  helped  create  a local  culture  reflecting  the  region’s 
resourceful,  creative,  independent,  and  self-sufficient  residents.  The  local  citizens  worked  for  the 
protection  of  the  local  culture  as  a fundamental  purpose  of  the  state  and  federal  river  designations,  as  well 
as  the  establishment  of  the  state  park.  The  New  River  area  also  has  potentially  significant  archaeologic 
value  due  to  its  location  near  the  intersection  of  three  major  sub-areas  of  the  Eastern  Woodlands 
Archaeological  Area.  It  is  estimated  that  sites  along  the  river  will  provide  information  on  10,000  years 
of  human  habitation  in  the  Appalachians. 

As  one  of  the  oldest  river  systems  in  the  world,  the  New  River  corridor  includes  significant  geological 
values.  The  New  River  formed  the  headwaters  of  the  ancient  Teays  River,  which  was  mature  by  the  time 
the  Appalachian  Mountains  were  formed.  The  South  Fork  of  the  New  River  flows  through  some  of  the 
oldest  rocks  in  the  United  States.  Rocks  related  to  these  have  been  dated  at  1.1  billion  years. 

The  park  offers  access  to  valuable  canoeing,  camping,  fishing,  and  picnicking  opportunities.  It  is  also 
an  important  resource  for  interpretive  and  environmental  education  activities  that  teach  the  archaeological, 
geological,  and  biological  significance  of  the  area. 

Significant  biological  values  include  two  threatened  fish  species,  one  threatened  insect  species,  and  seven 
special  concern  fish  species.  Five  plant  species  in  the  corridor  are  threatened  because  they  are  on  the 
periphery  of  their  range. 

New  River  was  authorized  as  a state  park  and  state  river  so  that  its  valuable  scenic,  archaeological, 
geological,  recreational,  and  biological  values  could  be  protected.  The  Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation 
is  charged  with  preserving  these  values  and  providing  park  experiences  that  promote  pride  in  and 
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understanding  of  North  Carolina’s  natural  heritage. 


PRIMARY  INTERPRETIVE  THEMES 

The  primary  interpretive  themes  for  New  River  State  Park  are: 

The  River’s  Geologic  History:  This  theme  focuses  on  one  of  the  world’s  oldest  rivers,  how  that  was 
determined,  and  river  morphology. 

The  River’s  Ecology:  This  theme  focuses  on  the  river’s  natural  communities  and  water  quality. 

Cultural  History:  This  theme  focuses  on  the  human-use  history  of  the  river  corridor  and  the  struggle 
to  maintain  the  integrity  of  this  quality  ecosystem. 


STATISTICS 

Visitation  (1991)  40,523 

Operating  Budget  (FY  90-91)  $110,788 

Revenue  (FY  90-91)  $ 4,535 

EXISTING  VISITOR  FACILITIES 

3 canoe-in  primitive  campgrounds  (3  access  areas)  3 picnic  areas  (3  access  areas) 

1 picnic  shelter 

CONSTRUCTION  AND  RENOVATIONS  NEEDS 

1.  The  general  improvements  - Wagoner  Road  Access  Area  project  will  include  $ 285,900 
trail  development,  complete  the  basement  of  existing  office,  provide  exhibits, 

and  extend  water  to  existing  camping  area. 

2.  The  general  development  of  Alleghany  County  Access  Area  project  will  1,013,600 

upgrade  the  access  road  and  provide  day-use  picnic  facilities  including  picnic  shelters, 

60  picnic  sites,  contact  station,  residence,  and  all  utilities.  This  project  is  land 
dependent. 

3.  The  general  development  of  US  221  Access  project  will  provide  for  a park  office,  2,813,700 

campgrounds,  residences,  community  building,  maintenance  complex,  trail 

development,  and  all  utilities. 

4.  The  group  camp  improvements,  archeology,  trails  - Alleghany  County  Access  429,900 

Area  project  will  provide  for  group  camp  development,  parking,  composting  toilets, 

trail  development,  and  archeological  mitigation. 

5.  The  rest  stops  at  sites  #2  and  #4,  with  picnic  areas  project  will  provide  a canoe  144,600 

tie-up  structure,  maintenance  access  road,  water  source,  site  improvements,  and 

signage  for  each  site.  This  project  is  land  dependent. 

6.  The  ranger  residence  and  group  camp  development  - Wagoner  Road  Access  202,900 

Area  project  will  provide  a residence  near  the  site  and  a new  group  camp 

development.  This  project  is  land  dependent.  


TOTAL: 


$4,890,600 
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REGISTERED  NATURAL  HERITAGE  AREAS 

New  River  State  Park  currently  has  no  Registered  Natural  Heritage  Areas. 


POTENTIAL  REGISTERED  NATURAL  HERITAGE  AREAS 

Wagoner  Road  Access  Natural  Area:  The  Rich  Cove  Forest  community  with  its  diversity  of  species, 
including  three  rare  species,  may  be  eligible  for  inclusion  in  a Registered  Natural  Heritage  Area. 

Additional  inventory  of  the  river  corridor  may  locate  and  document  other  areas  that  may  be  eligible  for 
inclusion  in  Registered  Natural  Heritage  Areas. 


FUTURE  LAND  ACQUISITION  NEEDS 

Completion  of  the  New  River  State  Park  Master  Plan  will  require  the  acquisition  of  823  acres.  Land 
acquisition  objectives  have  been  to  provide  public  access  to  the  river,  to  enhance  recreational 
opportunities  along  the  river,  and  to  protect  the  visual  resources  and  water  quality  of  the  river.  Water 
quality  and  scenic  protection  needs  still  remain  along  the  designated  section  of  the  New  River;  land  for 
facility  development  is  needed  as  well. 

Master  Plan  Total  Acreage  2,200  acres 

Current  Park  Acreage  1.377  acres 

Acquisition  Needs  823  acres 


Permanent 


Park  Superintendent  II  1 

Park  Ranger  II  2 

General  Utility  Worker  1 

Clerk-Typist  1 

Park  Ranger  I 2 

Maintenance  Mechanic  1 

General  Utility  Worker  1 


STAFFING 

Seasonal 

Current  Positions 
Park  Attendants 

Proposed  Additions 

Park  Attendants 
General  Utility  Worker 


Peak  Load 


2 Clerk  Typist  1 


2 Clerk  Typist  1 
1 


APPENDIX  B 


CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENT  REQUESTS 


\ 
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MAR  19,  93 


llorth  Carolina's  Division  of  Parks  and  Recreation 
Projects  By  Park  In  Priority  Order 


Page  1 


Job  Description 


Site  #1  - general  iaproveaents 

L - genera)  developaent  of  site  #5 

General  development  site  S3 

Site  S 5 group  caap  iaps. /archeology/trails 

L - reststop  S2  and  S4  picnic  rests  tops 

L - ranger  residence  and  group  caap  developaent 


Job  Codes 

Dst 

Cde 

Locations 

Mean 

Score 

Total 

Costs 

600S36  1 

WES 

flew  River 

547  $ 

285,900 

240N36  ! 

WES 

New  River 

531  $ 

1,013,600 

30J436  1 5 

WES 

flew  River 

512  $ 

2,813,700 

220N36  1 

WES 

flew  River 

468  $ 

429,904 

240N36  3 

WES 

flew  River 

416  $ 

144,600 

300N36  1 

WES 

New  River 

213  $ 

202,900 

$ 4,890,604 


$ 


Total  nuaber  of  jobs  reported  = 6 


4,890,604 


STATE  LIBRARY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 


3 3091  00589  1742 


75  Copies  of  this  document  were  printed  at  a total  cost  of  $174.00  or  $2.32  each. 


